THE COLLECTION OF JEWISH CELE^IONIAL OHJECTS 
IX THE UNITED STATES NATIONAl. MUSEUM. 



By (N'uus Adleu and I. M. Casanowu^z, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

AMien the Board of Regents of the ^Smithsonian Institution, in 
1847, first planned that y hich was to grow into the United ^States 
National Mnsenm they laid out a comprehensive programme in all 
departments of human knowledge and endeavor capable of repre- 
sentation by collections. In describing the ethnological section, they 
specifically mentioned religions as one of the subjects suitable for 
museum collections. During the course of years objects pertaining to 
religions cults formed a considerable part of the series. The Museum, 
differing from most others at that time, abandoned the severely geo- 
graphical classification and, though to a certain extent such considera- 
tions dictated the arrangement and installation of the objects, special 
subjects were treated independently of eithei’ areas oi* national limita- 
tions, in oi-der to show the history of given ideas or emleavors in the 
human race treated as an entirety. 

In 181)0 the question was taken up of the possibility of applying 
such treatment to religion, a subject of whose importance in the his- 
tory of humanity there has never been any question. There was a 
doubt, hoAvever, in the minds of many as to whether the abstract 
ideas which group themselves about the word “ religion ” could be 
adequately or even fairly portrayed through ceremonial objects, 
numerous as they might be. Two members of the staff were in- 
structed, while abroad, to examine into this subject, with the result 
that, in 1891, it was decided to secure objects of religious ceremony 
with the view primarily to exhibit them at the World’s Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago, and ultimately with the intention of bringing 
them together for installation in the National Museum. 

At that time the tendency in museums abroad, and to a certain 
extent among the students of the history of religions generally, was 
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to deal only with the religious practices and ideas of the semi- 
rivilized or barbarous nations, and to treat but sparingly those of 
the more civilized and cultivated nations of the eartln Tt was deter- 
mined, in taking up the subject here, to adopt a course contrary to 
that hitherto followed, and to endeavor, from the educational point 
of view, to interest the })eople in the history of religion by leading 
them to the unknown, as it were, in the terms of the known. Accord- 
ingly the lirst three religions to which attention was given were 
Judaism, Christianity, and ]\Iohaimnedanism, in the order of their 
respective establishments. A [jartial illustration of all three was set 
up by the Xational Museum in the Chicago Exposition, the Christian 
religion ))eing ivjDresented by objects illustrating the ceremonies of 
the Greek Catholic and Armenian churches, and there were added 
Egyptian, Assyro-Balnlonian, and Greek and Eoman casts, thus giv- 
ing a conspectus of some of the features of religious life which have 
grown up about the ]\rediterranean Sea. Other religions were later 
illustrated, especially Brahmanism and Buddhism, and an exliibit of 
some of these was sent to the Tennessee Centennial Exposition in 
Xashville in the year 1897. 

At these expositions, and in the ^Museum itself, the interest of the 
])nblic was plainly evinced in this section of its work, and gifts and 
deposits of value were added, representing Ancient Egypt, Shintoism, 
the Bai’see religion, and other of the great cults. 

Xo attempt has thus far been made to bring these collections into 
relation with the j^rehistoric cults or with thos(‘ of semicivilized or 
barbarous tribes, although the Museum is very rich in such collections, 
and the section is in fad and l)v its organization limited to the historic 
religions. In dealing with this dillicult subject a rigorous historical 
and seieiitifie method has been followed, ddie religious ideas have 
l)een described through objects or examples of (‘ereinonv. The pro- 
fessors of each creed have re(‘eived full faith and their own explana- 
tions of the ideas involved in a given ceremony have been adopted. 
It ought to be said that the dilliculty of adecpiately portraying the 
religion of a people has l)een fully ivcognized; that of the two great 
divisions, creed and (‘ult, it is the v\i\t which most readily lends itself 
to museum exhibition; that, except wliere worship lias been affected 
by geographical considerations, cults are best shown in groups by 
themselves and not in their geogi'aphicid ndations, that the subject 
of religious belief and cults is susceptible of arrangement under- cer- 
tain well -recognized heads : Public worship, its furniture and appoint- 
ments; the sacerdotal person, his costume and implements; sacred 
writings, the altar or its equivalent; jniblic religions (‘eremonies on 
special o(*casions, etc. Another, and indeed larger, class of objects 
have to do with the relation of the individual to cult in such matters 
as marriage, birth, and in some cases betrothal, and the secret and 
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iiiA^sticnl religious pi’oetiees, among whi(‘h eliarms and divinations 
would fall. This general plan, with modifications, of coiirsc, is sus- 
ceptible of application to all of the histoidc religions. 

From time to time catalogues of special exhibitions, indicating 
selections of objects of the various religions, have been jiublished by 
the ]\ruseum, but ho comjilete (‘atalogue of any one of the great divi- 
sions of this subject has yet been issued. In view of the fact that 
the collection of Jewish ceremonial objects in the iMuseum is the 
largest and most complete, indeed one of the best anywhere, and of 
the fundamental importance of this cult, the jiresent catalogue has 
been pi-epaivd for publication. It is not expected that it will add to 
a knowledge of the history or of tlie practices of the Jewish religion, 
but it is hoped that it will prove useful to students and teachers, and 
that it may be productive of an increased interest in this and other 
subdivisions of the Division of Historic Religions in the National 
Museum. 

There is in addition a collection of over forty Bibles, including fac- 
similes of manuscripts and old and rare editions of the original texts, 
as well as copies of the most important ancient and modern transla- 
tions of the Scriptures. As the interest attached to this collection is 
more archeological, oi* paleographic, than religious, it comes under 
the head of historic archeology. The collection has been, moreover, 
in the main descril)ed in a paper entitled Biblical Antiquities,'’ 
planted in the Report of the U. S. National iMuseiim for pages 

1013 - 1023 . 

I. OBJECTS USED IN PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

The Synagogue. — J eAvish public worship finds its expression in 
the services of the synagogue. There is no fixed style of architecture. 
Generally the synagogue is a rectangular building with the entrance 
on the west side, so that the worshipers in the Avestern Avorld face 
east, the direction of Jerusalem, Avhile praving. The general ai*range- 
ment inside the synagogue is that the Ark of the LaAV, or Holy Ark 
{(iron h(i-l‘odesli) ^ i. e., the closet or chest, Avliich holds tlie Torah 
scrolls, is placed against the centei* of the east Avail. It is raised a 
fcAv feet above the floor and is reached by steps. To the right of 
the ark and remoA^ed a fcAV feet from the east Avail is the praying 
desk {amud^ properly column or pillar), from Avhich the pi-ecentor 
leads the congi*egation in prayer. In the center is the himah or 
ahnemar {Kvwh\(^ aUminhar^ pulpit), an eleATited platform, usually 
surrounded by a railing on Avhich stands the de.sk for reciting the 
lessons from the Scriptures. The remainder of the interior is occu- 
pied Avith benches for the Avoi'shipers. In mo.st modern synagogues, 
hoAvever, both the prayers and lessons are I'ead from the himah or 
reading desk, Avhich is combined Avith the platform on Avhich the ark 
rests, in order to secure a larger area for seats. 
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The Ai*k of the Law, holding the Torah, tlie most sacred and 
precious possession of the Jew, is the ini])ortant architectural feature 
of the synagogue. It is called Holy Ark” {(itor lia’hodeHh) ^ after 
the xVrk of the Covenant in the Tabernacle and Temple, wdmse place 
it has taken. The Holy Ark is set in or against that wall of the 
synagogue toward which the worshipers turn in the more solemn 
parts of the liturgy, the wall which is in the direction of Jerusalem. 
Whenever the Holy Ark is opened the congregation rises in reverence 
for the Law of God it holds. It is often surmounted by a headpiece 
of the Tables of the Law, or Decalogue, or some other emblems called 
1‘apporethy and befoiv its doors is a curtain, of costly material, 
which is named parocliefh^ after the curtain which in the Tabernacle 
and the Temple screened the Holy of Holies. 

1. 4\)P Piece of the Holy Akk ix the Synagogue (Impporetli) . — 
IMade of red velvet and adorned in silvei* applique work with the fol- 
lowing principal parts of the Tabernacle and Temple (proceeding 
from right to left) : (1) The golden fiontlet of the high priest 
(Exodus xxviii, 30; (2) the table of shew bread (Exodus xxv, 23) ; 
(3) the laver (Exodus xxx, 17) ; (4) the Ark of the Covenant with 
the two tables of the Law, surmounted by two cherubim (Exodus xxv, 
10) ; (5) the altar of incense (Exodus xxx, 1) ; (0) the candlestick 
(Exodus xxv, 31) ; (7) the breastplate of the high priest (Exodus 
xxviii, 15). The whole is surmounted by the three crowns of the 
LaAv, the Priesthood, and the Kingdom, and is inclosed between 
wings, svml)olizing the presence of God. Jlade in P]ngland. Date 
5501) A. M.=1741) A. D. 

Height, 2 feet 8 inches; width, 8 feet 1 inch. (Plate LX, Cat. 
Xo. 3027, U.S.X.M.) • 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

2. Top Piece of the Holy Ark {\^apporetK) . — Made of salmon- 
colored velvet and adorned in silk embroidery and gold and silver 
applique work with the following pai'ts of the Tabeiaiacle and 
Temple (proceeding from right to left) : (1) The table of shew 
bread (Exodus xxv, 23) ; (2) The altar of burnt offerings (Exodus 
xxvii, 1) ; (3) the Ark of the Covenant with the two tables of the 
Law surmounted by two cherubim upholding a crown (Exodus xxv, 
10) ; (4) the altar of incense (Exodus xxx, 1) ; (5) the di*ess of the 
high priest (Exodus xxvii, 0). The whole is surrounded by a gold 
border and gold fringe. Measurements, 4 feet 24 inches long, 2 feet 
wide. (Cat. Xo. 248914, U.S.X.^M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephi-aim Benguiat. 

3. Veil of the Holy Ark {parocheth) . — Made in Padua in 173G, 
of yellow silk and richly embi*oidered in silver, gold, and silk, with 
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flowers, and the first words of the Decalogue (Ten Coininandinents) 
borne upon clonds — the symbol of the Divine Presence. ]\Ieasnre- 
ments, b feet d inches long, 5 feet 2 inches wide. (Idato LXI, Cat. 

Xo. ir>4(i02, u.s.x.:m.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

4. Veil of the Holy Ark. — jMade, probabl}' in Asia jMinor, of 
yellow silk, with silver-lace borders embroidered with flowers in 
silk, witli silver applique work, representing vases of flowers ni)on 
columns on either side with the Temple in the center. A Hebrew 
inscription in gold applique indicates that the veil was dedicated 
by Benjamin, iModico, and Solomon Xabaro to the congregation 
‘'Talmud Torah'’ (Study of the Law). ^leasurements, 5 feet 10 
inches long, 5 feet inches wdde. (l^late LXII, Cat. Xo. 1280, 
LkS.X.M.)^ 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

5. Veil of the Holy Ark. — Made in Smyrna, Asia JMinor, of blue 
silk and richly embroidered in gold, with the inscription in Hebrew, 
“ Portuguese congregation.'’ JMeasurements, feet d inches long, 4 
feet wide. (Plate LXIIL Cat. Xo. 154588, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent b}^ Hadji Epraim Bengniat. 

0. Veil of the Holy Ark. — Made in Constantinople, Turkey. The 
border of green velvet is embroidered in gold and silver Avith floAvers. 
The center, of red A^eh^et, has in the four corners, in HebrcAv, the 
names of the four archangels, Paphael, Gabriel, Uriel, and Michael. 
On the top are the Avords: " But the I^ord is in His holy temple; let 
all the earth keep silence before Him ” (Ilabakkuk ii, 20), and, I 
luiA^e set the I^ord ahvays before me’' (Psalms xvi, 8). BcIoav is a 
burning lamp hanging doAvn by chains, representing the perpetual 
lamp before the Holy Ark, and symbolizing the light Avhich emanates 
from the Luav of God. On the sides are the Avords: “ This is the gate 
of the I^ord; the righteous shall enter into it ” (Psalms cxAuii, 20). 

Measurements, 9 feet 5 inches long, 0 feet d inches Avide. (Plate 
LXIV, Cat. Xo. 154758, U.S.X.M.) 

7. Veil of the Holy Ark, — Made of red veh^t, embroidered in 
gold and sih^er Avith designs of lilies and scrolls, forming an arch, 
Avith the candlestick {//lenomh) in the center and the IlebrcAv Avords: 
“ In honor of the House of God.” French needlcAvork. Measure- 
ments, 5 feet 10 inches long, 3 feet 9J inches Avide. (Cat. Xo. 4834, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent b}' Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

8. Veil of the Holy Ark. — ^lade of red cotton. Measurements, 
5 feet 10 inches long, 4 feet 2 inches Avide. (Cat. Xo. 3708, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim I^enguiat. 

9. Veil of the Holy Ark. — JMade of salmon-colored veh^et and 
richly adorned Avith gold and silver applique Avork and colored 
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j^tones. On tlie ‘top two lions, standing* upon columns which are 
twined Avitli o-arlands, uphold the “ crown of the Law.” Under- 
neath the crown are the tAvo tables of the Law, of cream-colored 
silk, with the Ten Commandments painted upon them. Under tlie 
tables is tlie inscription in Hebrew: '' The society for the study of the 
Talmud.'' In the center, Avith the base reaching doAAUi to the bottom, 
is the candlestick {mcnoraJi) AAuth the inscription: ^lade in the 

yt‘ai‘ (ITOl^)." The whole is snrroiinded by a gold-lace bordei*. 

Measurements, 2 feet 11 inches long, inches AAide. (Cat. No. 
MShlT), U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

10. Headpiece of the Hoea' Ark. — Made of cream-colored silk, em- 
broidered in gold and siher AAuth the croAvn of the La ay ” and a 
jirayer in Hebrew. Dated Ah'2^ A. ^l.= 17(>8 A. 1). Measurements, 
IH inches high, 4 feet 6 inches long. (Cat. No. o(*r2S U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

The Torah Scroll. — The Pentateuch, called by the JeAVs Torah^ 
i. e., the La ay (pi'operly instruction), is considered by them the most 
important and sacred portion of the Scriptures. In oi*der to keep 
it aliAT in the minds of the people, it is dirided into pericopes® ac- 
cording to the number of Sabbaths, the ayIioIc to be read through 
during the service in the synagogue Avithin a year.^ Eor tliis purpose 
a manuscript copy of the Pentateuch is used. The copy is Avritten by 
a ])rofessional scribe (.sc/Vo*) on parchment made of the skin of a 
clean animal (one Avhose llesh may be eaten), in IlebreAv, Avithout 
vowel points, accents, or A’erse divisions, in certain stated columns. 
These sheets are fastened together Avith sineAvs of a clean animal so 
as to form a scroll, and mounted on Avooden rollers, called tree of 
life'’ (d/.e luujini), AVhen the time arriAes for the reading of the 
Torah, ayIhcIi is about the middle of the servic(\ the scroll is taken 
out of the Holy Ark and carried in procession, the congregation 
standing, to the hhnah oi* almenutr and is unrolled upon the table or 
desk. A pointer, terminating in the form of a. hand and hence called 
(jad (‘’hand") guides the reader, preventing him from losing his 
place in the manuscript. This table or desk is coA^red Avith a costly 
cloth similar to the curtain of the Holy Ark. 

When the scroll is to l)e returned to the ark it is girded Avith a 
Avrapper or band {mappah) and inclosed in a mantle, both being 
often of costly material and elaborately Avoi’ked. AVhere the congre- 

" Such a weekly perieone is called by the German .TeAvs (Ashkenazim) sUira, 
or “order;” by the Portiij^iiese Jews (Sefardim) ijarasJut, division, section. 
This latter term is applied l»y the Ashkenazim to the shorter divisions into 
Avhich the stdra is divided. 

^ Many modern Jewish con ^O'ei^at ions have ado])ted a triennial cycle, Avhich 
Avas also knoAvn in ancient times. 
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gntion can afford it, the Torah scroll is adorned with a crown or hells 
of precious metal, which are fitted over the upper ends of the rollers, 
while around them are hnno- hy a chain the })ointer and a breastplate, 
chased or embossed with religious emblems. Frequently the scroll 
itself as well as its decorative appurtenances are donated by private 
persons. 

11. Torah Scroll. — Parchment scroll of the Pentateuch in He- 
brew mounted on wooden rollers, wra])ped in a cloth of green velvet 
embroidered in silk, which is ludd by a silver-worked belt and cov- 
ered with a mantel of black velvet embroidered in gold. The upper 
handles of the rollers ai*e of carved wood, the lower of ivory, Avith 
sihvu* bells on the I'ollers. The scroll Avas made in Smyrna, Asia 
]\Iinor, in the eightc^enth century. The bells Avere manufactured in 
Damascus and bear the inscription: "Joseph, son of Ephraim Ben- 
guiat." Height of scroll 7 inches, of rollers 11 inches. (Plate LXV, 
fig. 1, Cat. Xo. 15-M)0(), I^.S.X.M.) 

Lent bv Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

1:2. Torah Scroll of Parcii:ment. — Height, 18^ inches. (Cat. Xo. 
JOB), U.S.X.H.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

13. Torah Scroll of Leather. — Palestine. Height, 18 inches. 
(Cat. X^o. 21017)8, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Mr. S. S. HoAvland. 

14. Torah Scroll of Parchment. — ^Tunis, X'orth Africa. Height, 
10 inches. (Cat. X^o. 217070, T^S.X^.^l.) 

17). Miniature Toilah Scroll printed on paper. — Height, 3| 
inches. (Cat. X"o. 17)4702, U.S.X.iM.) 

Gift of Mr. DaAud Sulzberger. 

10. AVrapper for the Torah Scroll. — Made of yelloAv silk, em- 
broidered Avith ffoAvers and IlebreAv inscri])tion in silver, gold, and 
silk, Avith silver-lace fringes. The inscription reads: "And it brought 
forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. (Xumbers 
xvii, 8.) Embroidered as a holy Avork by the hands of Magdalene 
Bassan in the year 5490 (1730).'’ Measurements, 11 feet 1 inch long, 
04 inches wide. (Plate LXAH, fig. 1, Cat. Xo. 154003, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

17. AA^rapper for the Torah Scroll. — ]\lade of green silk, em- 

broidered Avith fioAvers and IlebreAV inseription in silk. The inscrip- 
tion reads: This holy cover Avas made by Simha, Avife of LeAy Hai, 

of Buttrio (Italy), in the year 5457 (1097), and Avas purchased by 
Phineas A'eneziani and brothers.** Measurements, 8 feet 1^ inches 
long, 7f inches Avide. (Plate LXA^I, fig. 2, Cat. Xo. 154604, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

18. Mantle of the Torah Scroll. — Made of red A^eh^et and em- 
broidered brocade ; opened at the bottom, closed at the top except for 
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tAvo openings to alloAv the scroll’s handles to pass through. Decorated 
in front, in sihan* appli(pie AAork, with the two croAvns of Priesthood 
and Kingdom. Beneath these is an inscription reading: ‘‘Asher, son 
of Aln-aham Schulhof, and his AAufe Eat, daughter of Wolf Khein- 
thal. Let my heart l)e sound in thy statutes (Psalms cxix, 80) ; the 
fruit of the righteous is a tree of life (ProATrbs xi, 30).'' At the bot- 
tom are representations of the candlestick and the table of sheAA^ 
breads. On the back is likeAAise in applique A\mrk the croAAm of the 
LaAY. Dated 5470 A. il.^lTlO A. D. Height, 384 inches; Avidth, 
124 inches and 104 inches. (Plate LXVTT, Cat. Xo. 3020, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

19. ^Iaxtle of the Torah Scroll. — ^lade of yelloAV silk Lrocade. 
Embroidered in gold AAuth the AAmrds: ‘'For the repose of Rachel, 
daughtei’ of Abraham Benguiat." ^lade in the seATiiteenth century. 
Height, 3<)4 inches; diameter, lOJ inches. (Cat. Xo, 3()21, U.S.N.]\I.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

20. Cylindrical case for holdino the Torah Scroll. — ]\Iade of 
Avood, cai’ATTl and gilded; surmounted by tAvo carATcl headpieces, called 
rnnmouim. In the Oi'ient carAod Avooden boxes are often substituted 
for mantles. Height, 2 feet 114 inches; diameter, 15J inches. Tunis, 
Africa. (Cat. Xo. 217()77, U.S.X.M.) 

21. Sa.aiaritan case of the Torah Scroll. — ^Made of copper and 

inlaid AAith silver. The case consists of three sections connected Avith 
one another by hinges so as to form a cylinder. The to]i and bottom 
are closed by three segments of cojipei* forming a circle. Each of the 
thi‘ee top segments has a hole aa hi(‘h probably served for a projedion 
to hold some ornaments, Avhile from the bottom j)roject tAvo handles 
for holding the case. The to]) is decorated Avith a turreted boi-der. 
Each section is divided horizontally into Iavo ])anels, separated by 
a band outlined in silver. Geometrical designs in silvei*, formed of 
arabesques, decorate the center and corners of each panel. Inscrip- 
tions in silver, in Samaritan characters but in the IlebrcAV language, 
run along the sides of each section and around the bands of the case, 
and read as folloAvs: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. He alone” 

(Deuteronomy vi, 4) ; “ The Lord is His name, the Lord is my banner ” 
(Exodus xvii, 15) ; “The Lord God merciful and gracious'’ (Exodus 
xxxiv, G) ; “ God Avill provide; the Lord Avill provide " (Genesis xxii, 
S and 14) ; “The Lord is my God. the Lord is mighty: And it came 
to pass Avhen the ark set foiAvard. that Moses said. Rise up, Lord, and 
let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before 
thee" (Xumbers x, 35) ; ‘‘The Lord bless thee and keep thee”(Xum- 
bers vi, 24). “ In the name of God. Tliis case for the holy Avriting 
Avas made in Damascus Ija" the humble serATiit Joseph, son of Abas- 
poh of the tribe of Patar. Under the dii'ection of Rabban Abi Azzai, 
son of Rabban Joseph in Damascus.” “ In the year 976 of the King- 
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dom of the Isliinaelites (M()h;niiiiiedaus= about 1500 A. I).), ^biy the 
Lord forgive him his sins, Amen.’' ]\[easnrements, 2 feet high, 7 
inches in diameter. (Cat. A'^o. 4557, U.S.N^.M.) 

Ixmt by Hadji Epliraini Benguiab 

22. Pair or Pelus for the Torah Scroll {rimnuRiim) . — Made of 
siiver and silk. Height, lO'J inches. (Cat. No. ;h>2o, IJ.S.X.M.) 

l^ent by Hadji E])hi*aim Bengniat. 

23. I\\iR or MiNiATCRE Bells OK THE ToRAii ScROTJ.. — iMadc of 
silver in form of tapering towers surmounted by crowns; hammered 
and open work. Height, 3‘J inches. (Cat. No. 3()24, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent l)y Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

24. ICuR OK Headkieces kor the Torah Scroll {)‘iwmon'n)i) . — 
Made of wood, carved, stuccoed, and gilded. Palestine. Height, 
164 inches. (Cat. No. 3G22, U.S.N.iM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ejdiraim Bengniat. 

25. Silver Pointer {j/nd)- — Hammered and chased work. Made 
in jMorocco in the seventeenth century. Length, 114 inches. (Plate 
LXV, fig. 2, Cat. No. 158347, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

2(). Silver IMinter {ijad), — Chased work. Length, 114 inches. 
(Plate LXV, tig. 3, Cat. No. 154508, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ej)hraim Bengniat. 

27. Silver Pointer. — Pepousse and hammered work. Length, 12 
inches. (Cat. No. 248018, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

28. Silver Pointer. — Chased work. Length, Of inches. (Cat. 
No. 248010, U.S.N.iM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

20. PoiNiTAL — Made of black wood. EleAcn iii(4ies long. (Cat. 
No. 154452, U.S.N.M.) 

30. PoiNTCR. — JMade of olive wood in Jerusalem, with hand of 
bone. Combined with a spice holder at the top. Nine inches long. 
(Cat. No. 2042G1, U.S.N.M.) 

Gift of Mr. S. N. :\leyer. 

31. Silver Breastplate ok the Torah Sc roll. — Iveponsse work. 

On the top, between tAvo cherubim and snrmonnte<l by a croAvn, is a 
miniature ark, the doors of which are in the form of the Tables of 
the LaAv, with the ten Commandments engraved thereon. Inside are 
the words in IlebreAV, Holy Sabbath. '' and a sliding plate witii the 
Hebrew names of the various festivals on Avhich the scroll decorated 
Avith the breastplate is used. Unclerneath, amid lloAver designs, are 
tAvo croAvned lions holding an oatiI shield, Avhich is engraAVKl Avith a 
conventional tree and the IlebreAv Avords: This Avas donated l)y 

Frieda Beile, daughter of Elkanah Barnk, son of Aloses the Levite.” 

40 
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The whole is inclosed by two columns, which are wound with flowers. 
^Measurements, 11 inches high, 10 inches wide. Plate LXVIIl, Cat. 
No. lodOlK), U.S.X.^M.) Constantinople, Turkey. 

;12. Silver Breastplate or the Torah Scroll. — Representing the 
twelve stones which were set in the breastplate of the High Rriest, as 
described in Exodus xxviii, Io-l!!, with the names of the twelve tribes 
of Israel underneath them. Above are the words in Hebrew which 
were inscribed on the golden frontlet of the High Priest (Exodus 
xxviii, 30) : “Holiness to the Lord.'" Underneath is the inscription, 
in Hebrew. Gift of ^Ir. Abraham, son of Simha Marcus, and his 
daughter Pearl and his son Simha, in memory of his wife and their 
mother, Beila, daughter of eludah and their parents Simha, son of 
^leir, and Elka, daugliter of Abraham Judah, son of Menachem, and 
Ikairl, daughter of Abi‘aham. In the year otHS (1888), Boston, 
America. ' The whole is surrounded by a border of vines. ]\leasure- 
ments, 131 by 131 inches. (Cat. Xo. ladTbr), U.S.X.^1.) 

33>. SlIAER GILT BliEASTPLATE OE THE ToRAH SCROLL. RepOUSSC 

work. The basis of the design is two curtains parted at the to]), sym- 
bolizing the entrance to the holy of holies. They are surmounted by 
a crown (the Crown of the Law **) Avhich is supported by two lions. 
Between the bodies of the lions was probably the name of God or a 
sun, the symbol of God, which is now missing. The slides bearing the 
names of the various festivals on which the breastplate adorned th(‘ 
Torah scroll are also wanting. Height, 151 inches; width. 111 inches. 
(Plate LXIX, Cat. Xo. 2TS0ir>, U.kx.:M,) 

Lent l)V Hadji E])hraim Benguiat. 

34. Silver oii/r Breastplate oe the Torah S( roll.— Repousse 
work. On the toj) is a crown between two sjural columns, engraved 
with the Hebi'ew words. “Crown of the Law." In the center is an 
aperture holding the slides engraved with the names of the festivals 
on which the scroll decorated with the breastplate was used. The 
whole is adorned with vines and other floral d(‘signs. From the bot- 
tom hang three bells. Measurentents, 10;} by 10i| inches. (Plate 
LXX, Cat. Xo. M8917, U.S.X.:M.) 

Lent by Hadji EjJiraim Bengtiiat. 

35. Silver Band (fragment). — Inscribed in Hebrew: “David, 

King of Israel, lives and is established forever." Perltaps ])art of an 
ornament of the Torah Scroll. ^Measurements, inches long, f inch 
wide. (Cat. Xo. 1:291, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

30. Cover eor the Readincj Desk. — ^lade of yellow silk and em- 
broidered with llowers in silver and silk. ^leasurements, 4 by 3 feet. 
(Plates LXXT and LXXII. Plate T^XXIl shows the Torah Scroll 
unrolled on the reading desk.) (Cat. 154800, U.S.X.]M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 
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oT. CovEU roll THE IvEAi)iN(} Desk. — M iuU^ of I)i‘oc‘ado with silk 
fringes. Measurements, 3 feet hy 2 feet 7 iiiehes. (Cal. No. 3025, 
IJ.S^N.M.) 

Lent hy Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

38. IIanCwIng grass Candeestick with six aiims. — Made in the 
seventeenth eeiitury. ^leasuremeiits, height IS^ inches; span of 
arms, 2L^ inches. (Cat. No. 3377, U.8.N.]M.) 

I^ent by Hadji P^j^hraim Benguiat. 

30. IIaxiunu grass Oie Laaig. — ^leasuremeiits, 4i iiuOu's liigh, (B 
inches in diameter. (Cat. No. 3078, U.8.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji P'phraim Benguiat. 

40. Haxojxo Laaig. — Made ot brass and gilded. 44ie bod}^ is cast 
ill form of a vase 11 inches in diametei* teianiiiating in a knob, both 
heavily riblied. Ivound the vase are six })rojections for inserting the 
arms Avhich hold th(‘ candles. BetAveen the pi*ojections are orna- 
mental knobs or buckles. The Avhole is suspended by three chains 
formed each of thi'ee rods, Avhich are joined together by links in shape 
of coiled doul)le-headed snakes. The lamp aa as received by ]Mr. Ben- 
guiat from a synagogue in Kussia, but he thinks that it Avas made in 
India in the fifteenth century. ^Measurements, height, 2 feet 10 
inches; span of arms, 2 feet 0 inches. (Plate LXXIII, Cat. No. 4820, 
IT.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

41. kSh.ver Haxgixg Laaii\ — Chist and hammered Avork. The AUise- 
shaped body of the lamp has at the top ten notches or spouts foi* the 
wic-ks. Underneath it is another smaller recejitacle likeAvise in fotm 
of a vase, terminating in a point. The Avhole is suspended by four 
trefoil chains. Perhaps Phiglish Avoi’k of the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century." Measiii'enients, height, 4 feet 3 iiuTes; diameters, 
14 and 5 inches. Plate LXXIV, Cab No. 4550, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji lilphraim Benguiat. 

42. Brass Haxgixg Laaip. — The ATise-shaped base is provided Avith 
seATii notches for Avicks. The lamp Avas oiaginally used by the Beni 
Israel in India. Measimunents, height, 2 feet 0 inches; diameter. Of 
inches. (Cat. No. 4827, ILS.N.]M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

43. Laver. — ]\Iade of peAvter, engraved Avith lloi'al designs and the 
IlebrcAV inscription, ^CSynagogue, Alfasi,'^ Tunis.'' In the Taber- 
nacle and Temple, there Avas a hiA^er for the ritual Avashing of the 
priests before entering the sanctuary to oiler sacrifices (Exodus xxx, 

®AIr. Benguiat tbiiiks that the lamp was used over the weddin.i: canopy 
{huf)p(th) , or din-iiiijr the feast of AA^eeks U^Jiahuoth) . 

^ Xo doiiht the surname of the eminent Talmudist of the eleventh century, 
Isaac Ben Jacob Alfasi, named after the city of Fez. 
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Some synagogues have in the vestibule a laver for the wor- 
shippers to wash their hands before performing the prayer which has 
taken the place of sacrifices. The washing of hands is accompanied 
by a benediction, ileasnrements. height (H inches; diameters, dj and 
inches. Tunis, Xorth Africa. (Cat. Xo. 217G8T, U.S.X.^I.) 

44. Lavek. — ]\lade of co})per with two handles. Height, OJ iiiches; 
diameters, 5] and 4J inches. (Cat. Xo. 248025, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

45. Al:\esbox. — ]Made of copper. Height, 0 inches; diameteis, 4f 
and 8 inches. (Cat. XX). 248020, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat.’ 

II. OBJECTS USED AT PRAYER. 

40. MixiATERE IhjAVER BooK {siddtu^ \, e., ORDER, OR s^dcT tcjWoth, 
oRDEi; OF I’RAY'ERs). — Containing all the pi’ayers and devotions used 
on week days and on special festal occasions, in the synagogue and at 
home. Printed at Amsterdam, Holland, in the year 5400 (1730). 
Bound in leather, with silver clasps, with the name of Ephraim 
Benguiat'" in Hebrew charactei’s impressed on the left cover. (Plate 
LXXV, fig. 1, (5it. Xo. 1.H581, U.S.X.'M.) 

Lent by Hadji P^phraim Benguiat. 

47. Phylacteries {tefIJhi). — (Plate LXXV, fig. 2, and Plate 
LXXVI, fig. 1, Cat. X"o. 154583, U.S.X.M.) The phylacteries, oi' 
tefUlh}. are two square boxes of parchment. The boxes are fastened to 
a kind of a base made of thick parchment with a loop on one side, so as 
todet a narrow leather strap }>ass through (Plate LXXVI, fig. 1). 
Into these l)oxes are inserted the following passages from the Penta- 
teuch, written on stri])s of parchment : PXodns xiii, 1-10; P^xodns xiii, 
11-10: Deuteronomy vi. 4-0: and Dentei*ononn" xi, 13-21. By means 
of the straps the boxes are bound around the arm and head and worn 
by all male dews who have attained religions majority — i. e., passed the 
thii-teenth year of age — during morning prayers of week days; hence 
their Hebrew name tefiJUn, from pi*ayer. The name phylac- 
teries is derived from the Greek (phylactei’ia) , which is 

used in the XXnv Testament.'^ meaning, propei'ly, things that guard, 
i. e., amulets, talismans, which the Jewish tejill'm are not. The XTw 
Testament name may be based upon an external resemblance between 
the frfillin and the Greek ph iflacteria. The obligation to wear tcfiUhi 
is derived from the command included in the extracts mentioned 
above: 'X\nd you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand and for 
frontlets between your eyes.’" ^ 

The teflla for the head is embossed on two sides of the exterior 
with the Hebrew letter r nhin (sh). and inside is divided into four 

® ^latthcw xxiii, .5. 

^ Deiiteiunoiny vi, 8; xi, 18. Compare Exodus xiii, I) and 10. 
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coinpartiiieiits, in each of which one of the four extracts from the 
Pentateuch is put, and the strap is tied at such a distance as to fit the 
head of the wearer, forming a knot shaped in the form of the Hebrew 
T dalcth (d). The tcfiUa for the hand or arm has no letter impressed 
on the outside and no divisions inside, and the four passages it con- 
tains are written continuously on one strip of parchment. One end of 
the straj) is made into a small noose, with a knot resembling the 
Hebrew ^ yod (y or i). The three letters thus exhibited on the out- 
side of the teflUln constitute the Hebrew name of God ShaddaL 
rendered l)v the English versions: ^"Almighty.’' ® The materials used 
in making the teflJin must come from a clean animal, and the extracts 
from the Pentateuch are written in the same manner as the Torah 
Scroll. (See p. TOG.) 

In 'Haying the ” {hanohath teflUn) that of the arm is put 

on first. The box is fastened on the naked left arm above the ell)ow, 
and the strap is wound seven times around l)elow the elbow. Then 
that of the head is ])ut on so that the box comes to rest on the forehead 
below the hair and between the eyes, the knot being at the nape of 
the neck, while the ends of the strap ])ass over the shoulders and hang 
down oil either side. Xext, the end of the stra}) of the tefiJla of the 
arm is wound thrice around the middle finger and around the hand. 
Each of these performances is accompanied l)y appropriate benedic- 
tions and the recitation of passages from the Scriptures. In taking 
off the tefillhi that of the head is removed first, then that of the arm. 
The straps are folded around the boxes (Plate EXXV. fig. 2), and the 
tefdlin are reverently put into a bag, which is sometimes included in 
another, so that the sacred objects may be more carefully protected. 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

48. Inner Bag for Tefillin. — ilade of silk and embroidered. 
Made at Chalcis (island of Euboea. Greece), in the seventeenth cen- 
tury, and found there after the Jews had departed for the liattle of 
Athens in 1822. Plate LXXV, fig. 8, Cat. Xo. 154582, U.S.X.^1.) 

Lent b}^ Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

41). Bag of Tefillin. — iMade of velvet in iNforocco. (Plate 
LXXVL fig. 2, Cat. Xo. 154580, L.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

50. Phylacteries. — Gift of ^Ir. David Sulzberger. (Cat. Xo, 
180270, U.S.X.M.) 

51. Phylacteries. — Lent by ^fr. S. S. Howland, (Cat, Xo. 
210159, U.S.X.M.) 

52. Phylacitjues. — Tunis, Xorth Africa. (Cat. Xo. 217080, 

U.S.X.M.) 
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53. Bag of Piiylac’Tekies. — Made of red velvet, adoi’iied with ara- 
besqiies in g-old applique. (Cat. No. 3033, U.S.N.]\I.) 

Lent by Iladji Ephraim Bengniat. 

54. IhiAYEKS AND BENEDICTIONS liECTTED IN l'UTTIN(; ON THE PlIY- 

EA(TEinES. — Stain|)ed on yellow silk. Made in Jerusalem, ^leasiii’e- 
inents. h l)v 13 inches. (Cat. No. 154445. U.S.N.M.) 

Gift of Dr. Aaron Eriedenwald. 

55. Peayek Shawl (/c/////0 ^bule of Avliite brocade silk, with 
gold-embroidered edges. Length, 0 feet ; width, 1 foot 5 inches. 
(Plat(‘ LXXVIL Cat. No. 1545886, U.S.X.?^!.) 

The faU'dh is a rectangular piece of cloth, made of wool or silk, 
wo]*n by male adults (among the Sefardim, oi* the observers of the 
Portuguese rite, also by small boys) at the morning services and when 
pei-forming certain I'eligious functions. each of the four corners 
of the taUhh are attached the ricith or fringes, consisting of four 
threads (usually woolen) run thi*ough an eyelet near the corner and 
then doubled and knotted in a certain manner so that eight threads 
are allowed to hang down as a fiunge. It is, bc*sides, usually bordered 
with l)luish-black stripes and adorned with a silk rib])on or silvei*- 
corded lac<‘ called “ ci’own " ('atarah) on the top. The taUith is 
loosely thrown ovei‘ all the otluh’ garments, sometimes passing across 
the to[) of the head and flowing down ovei* the upjier part of each 
arm and over tln^ back, sometimes wi'apped around the neck. The 
obligation to wear a garment witli fringes is derived from Numbers 
XV, 38; as follows: ‘‘That they make them fringes in the bordei’s of 
their garments thi'oiighout theii’ generations, and that they put upon 
the fringe of each bordei* a cord of blue. And it shall be unto you 
for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and do them; and that yo go not about after 
your oAvn heart and youi* own eyes*'; and Deuteronomy xxii. Pi: 
“ Thou shah make th(‘e fringes ui)on the four boi-ders of thy vestui‘(% 
whenAvith thou coveiTst thyself." Besides the talUth^ which is woi'u 
at stated seasons, the »Iews wear at present umhu* th<' upper garments 
during the entire day a garment with fringes, called the ‘‘small tal- 
Uth'" {taJUth kat(u^), or the four corners" {arlm kanfoth). It 
consists of a piece of rectangular cloth of any material, but usually 
of wool, about 3 feet long and 1 foot wide, with fringes fastened to the 
four coi'ners in the same mannei* as to the taUith^ with an aperture 
in the center sutlicient to let it pass ovei* the head, so that part falls in 
front and part' behind. This small falUth is assumed to have orig- 
inated in the times of pei’secution, when the Jews had to refi'ain from 
exhibiting the gaianent with fringes and could only in this manner 
comply with the commandment to wear fringes. 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiut, 
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r)(). Phayek SiiAwi. {faUith). — Mnde of white silk with blue stripes 
on th(‘ })()i’(lei*s. ]\Ieasnreiiieiits, (> feet (> inches lon<>*, 2 feet wide. 
(Cat. No. 3()21)(h U.S.X.:NI.) 

Gift of lion. X. Tavlor Idiillips. 

.57. PuAYKr. Shawl {faJUth), — Made of rose-colored silk with varie- 
<»'ated stripes. ]\leasiii*einents, 4 feet 5 inches lon^’; IT inches wide. 
\(5it. Xo. :U)54, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Beno-uiat. 

58. PiUYEii Shawl {falUfh), — Made of white wool embroidered in 
silk with the Shield of David ''' {Magoi-Darid, an hexao-onal star), 
and the inscription in Hebrew: ''Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a 
fruitful bough l)v a well, whose branches run over the wall.'’ (Gene- 
sis xlix, 2'2.) ^Measurements. 3 feet long, 2 feet 8 inches wide. (Cat. 
Xo. 3054, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji E])hraim Benguiat. 

51). Pkai^.k Shawl {tallfth). — Made of white silk with blue bor- 
ders. Inclosed in a gilded frame. Measurements (of the frame), 28 
l)y 21j inches. (Cat Xo. 248024. U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephiaim Benguiat. 

()0. Akha Kanfoth (four-cornered garment). — iMade of wool. (See 
p. 714.) ^Measurements, 3 feet by 17 inches. (Cat. Xo. 154578, 
IJ.S.X.]^!.) 

Gift of Simon Dalsheiiner. 

Gl. FmxoES — made of woolen threads. (See p. 714.) 

Tiberias, Palestine, ((hit. Xo. 154457, U.S.X.M.) 

Gift of ]Mrs. B. F. Telman. 

III. OBJECTS USED ON FESTIVALS. 

SAIJIiATII. 

The Jews, like othei' Oriental jieoples, compute the day fi’om sunset 
to sunset. The Sabbath. therefoi‘e, begins at sunset on Friday and 
tenninates at sunset on Saturday. 

It is inaugurated in the home by blessing and lighting of the can- 
dles by the mistress of the hou.se. and in the synagogue by a special 
.service. On returning from the service, and before the evening 
meal, the head of the house fills a cup with wine, I'aises it in his right 
hand, and recites Genesis ii. 1-;). which relate the origin of the Sab- 
bath, and pronounces a benediction, over the wine, to God, who " has 
sanctified the Sabbath.'’ For this reason the ceremony is called 
I'dJdHsh^ i. e., sanctification. He then drinks from the cup and hands 
it to the other persons at the table to partake of. Mdiere no wine or 
other li(juor is available, the kiddunh is pronounced over two loaves 
of bread, which are laid on the table in memory, it is assumed, of the 
two portions of manna that were gathered in the wilderness on Fri- 
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days (Exodns xvi, ±2). The loaves are then (ait up by the head of 
the liouse, the \nQCQ^ dipped in salt and distributed among the mem- 
bers of the family. 

&2. FivE-AinAiEi) Candlestick. — iUade of l)i*ass and engi’caved with 
the Hebrew words : To light the Sabbath lamp."' On Friday, before 

darkness sets im the housewife lights in the dining room extra candles 
or a special lamp in honor of the Sabbath, pronouncing the follow- 
ing benediction : Blessed be thon. Lord, our God, King of the "World, 

who hath sanctified us by his commandments, and commanded ns to 
light the Salibath lamp." This inangni*at(\s the Sabbath among the 
Jews. After that no tire may be handled until the following evening. 
Height, IT inches; width, Ih inches; diameter, 8 inches. (Cat. No. 
JOTf), IhS.:N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

()?>, Vaui of iniAss Candlesticks. — Used in the Jewish home on 
Sabbath, or in the synagogue on the praying desk, making, combined 
with No. i)2, the seven lights of the candlesticks in the tabernacle 
and temple. Height, inches; diameter of base. 9] inches. (Cat. 
No. 8(>Tr). U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim r)engniat. 

04. SAunATir Lamp. — Used by the German Jews in their houses. 
It was manufactured in the eighteenth centniy in Fellheim, Ger- 
many. Height, 18 inches. (Plate LXXVIll, C^at. Xo. 180204, 

U.S.N.M.) 

0.1. BiiASs iiANCwiNCx Candlestick. — Made in the eighteenth cen- 
tury in Fellheim, Germany. Height 20 inches. (Cat. No. 180208. 
U.S.N.iM.) 

00. Cm AND Sai cee x'sed foe Kiddcsii. — ]\lade of cut glass, 
gilded. Measurements: Cup. height, IJ inches, diameter^, 2 and 14 
inches; saucer, height, 1 inch, diameter, 41 inches. (Plate LXXTX, 
figs. 1 and 2. Cat. No. 154085, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent l)y Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

07. KiDin sn Cloth. — INIade of blue silk, with the Tables of the 
Law held by twci lions in beadwork and the words in Hebrew: '' Be- 
member the Sabbath day, to keep it holy ' (Exodus xx, 8), in em- 
broidery. The cloth is used for coveilng the two loaves of bi*ead laid 
on the table on Sabbath. (See p. 715.) ^[easurements, 21 by lOJ 
inches. (Cat. No. 154740, IhS.N.51.) 

Lent by Mrs. Aai‘on Friedenwald. 

THE HARD ALA II. 

The Sabbath is inaugurated at the home by a benediction over a 
cup of wine (see p. 715) and is tei’ininated in a like manner. Tn 
addition to the cup a wax candle and a box containing some spices 
are used. The head of the house takers the cup in his right hand 
and the spice box in his left, while the candle is usually held by a 



Nn. JlJWISJf ri]h^EMO\IAL^—M>U:R AM) CAEAYOWICZ. 



717 

eliilc], mid, ufter reciting several ]:>assages of tlu‘ S(Ti})tures, ])ro- 
iiounces u blessing over the wine, then over the spi(*es, smelling them 
and passing them to the others in*esent, then over the light, closing 
with thanksgiving to God for the distinction Tie made between 
Sabbath and workdays, between tilings sacred and profane, etc. 
The cup is then passed around among the members of the family 
and the candle extinguished with drops of wine fi’om the cup. This 
ceremony is called hahdaJah^ i. e., sejiai'ation or division, because it 
divides or separates the Sabbath from the other days of the v^eek. 

08. Silver Canulestk'k xxsed for IIabdalaii. — The liase is in th(‘ 
form of a leaf, inches long and 2J- inches wide; height of the can- 
dlestick, 1 inch, with an extinguisher. (Plate LXXTX, fig. 4, Xo. 
154580, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Iladjl Ephraim Benguiat. 

Of). Spice Bottle, x^sed for llAiiDALAii. — i\Iade of china, with neck 
of oxidized silver. ^Measurements, 4| inches high; If inches in 
diameter. (Plate LXXIX, fig. 3, Cat. Xo. 154587, U.S.X.iM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

70. Spice Box. — jMade of bi*ass in five pear-shaped compartments 
resting on five legs. The cover of each compartment is surmounted 
by a lion, while in the center stands a peacock. ^Measurements, 5 ])v 
41 inches. Plate LXXX, Cat. Xo. 248020, U.S.X.:M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

71. Silver Spice Box. — ]Made in form of a tower resting on a base. 
Supposed to have been manufactured in Laupheim, Geianany, about 
1740. Height, 8 inches. (Plate LXXXl, fig. 4, Cat. Xo. 130207, 

u,s.x.:m.) 

THE NEW MOON. 

72. TaP>LET IX GILDED FRA3IE, IXSC RHiED IX GOLD LETTERS OX A P»LX"E 

GKoxTXD WITH THE Hebrexv wirids : Xew ^Ioox. — In the Pentateuch 
the new moon festival is enumerated among those which were ob- 
served by additional sacrifices, Xumbers xxviii, 11-15, and whose ap- 
pearance was heralded by the sounding of trumpets, Xumiiers x, 10. 
The day is referred to as a sacred one also in 1 Samuel xx, 5-18; II 
Kings iv, 23; Isaiah i, 13, 14; Ixvi, 23; Ezekiel xlvi, 1, 3; Hosea ii, 13; 
Amos viii, 5. Some modern Jews observe the new moon day by re- 
citing, in the open air and facing the moon, special pi'ayers, Avhich 
devotion is called 'Hllessing of the ^looiC {hirJiafh ha-hodpsh), 
and abstaining from unnecessary work. Dimensions, 11 by 0 inches. 
(Cat. Xo. 1420, U.S.X.:M.) 

Lent by ilr. David Sulzberger. 

PASSOVER. 

The feast of Passover is celebrated in commemoration of the deliv- 
erance of Israel fi*om the bondage of Egypt, as related in the first 
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chapters of tlie book of Exodus. It begins oii the evening of the lltli 
of Xisan (March -Apill) and continues, with the Jews who live in 
Palestine, foi- seven days, with those in other places for eight days. 
It is th(^ first of the three pilgilinage festivals {shaJosh regalini)^ 
the others being the feast of the weeks, or Shahuofh, occurring seven 
weeks aftei' Passover, at the close of the spring harvest, now chiefly 
observed in coniineinoration of the giving of tlie Torah, and the feast 
of Tabernach‘S or l>ooths SnJxkoth (for 'which see below.)® Passover 
thus b(*gins the ecclesiastical year.^' 

T^>. LiTiUv'OY FOK THE Tmuee Festtvat.s {maJiaor^ i. e., cycle) con- 

TAININC; THE PAin'KT LAK PRAYFUCS, IIYMXS, AND ScAUPTURE LESSONS 
IN(’()RI‘ORATED IN THE SEP.VICE OF THE SyNAOOCX^E FOR THE ThREE 
P'eSTIVAI.S, ACC0RD1N(J TO THE RITE OF THE PoRTUOrESE JeWS {Scff/r- 

(Iuh), — Print<*d in Anisterdain. Holland, in 5488 A. M. ( = 17*28 
A. TX), (Ckit. No. :U)hO, P.S,X.:\f.) 

Lent by Hadji p]phraiin Benguiat. 



OIISKKN ANCE Ol- PAS.SOVEU TX 'HIE JEWISH HOME. 

Tn ancient times the celebi-alioii of Passovei* centei’ed around the 
Paschal lamb. As it couhl not be slaughtiu’ed outside of the sanc- 
tuary,'’ its use cea.sed with tlie destruction of the Temple, and the 
eating of niileaveiKHl bread, or nnwcotli, is now the principal feature 
of the Passover feast. TIk^ eating oi* even the keeping of anything 
leavened or fermented {lunnvc^ is strictly prohibited,'^ hence the Pass- 
over is also called the “ feast of unleavened bipad.''® On the evening 
preceding Passover the ceremony of '' searching for leaven [hedk 
qafli humee) takes jilace. The head of the house, fui’uished with a 
wax taper, a wooden spoon, and a feather biaish, goes over the whole 
house and gathers all suspicious ci’umbs into the spoon. These are 
burned on the morning of the 14th of Xisan in the courtyard {1)1' nr 
haiiiec). both ceremonies being accompanied by benedictions. In 
the evening the feast begins with a sei'vice in the synagogue. In the 
home the evening meal is of the nature of a (‘omniemoration sei’vice, 
called ,syy/cp— oi'der, arraugenieut, oi* jirogramme. At the head of 
the table are cushioned chairs or lounges for the master and mistress 
of the house to recline on, as was done and is still customary in the 
Orient among the high and freeboi*u. On the table are the articles 
emblematic of the events commemorated. These ai*e: Three marroth. 
or cakes of unleavened bread, baked in the sha])e of large, thin, round 



'' romp;m‘ Exodus xxiii, 11 17; xxxiv, 2M ; i )euterononjy xvi, lU. 
^(’oiupjUY' Exixliis xii. C: Levilieiis xxiii, o; NuihIkm’s xxviii, IG. 
®rouii).‘m‘ Deuteronomy xvi, 2. 

^rompnrt' lOxodns xxii, ID; xxiii, 7: DeiiUu'oiiomy xvi, 2 and 4. 

® Exodus xxiii, 15. 
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crackers, the ''bread of alllictioii," " a jjiece of roasted meat, usually 
the bone of a lamb, represent ino; the Ihissover lamb; ])itter herbs, 
nsnall^^ horse radish {))ta/‘or), in commemoration of the embittering 
of life'*’ which Israel snllered in Eo-y])tian servitude; ^ a roasted 
in inemoiy of the festal sacrifice {/ia(/i[/a/i) oll'ered in the Temple; 
a compound of almond, apples, and sirii]), which has the color of 
brick clay (haroj^cf/i) , in commemoration of the labor of brickmaking 
the Israelites performed in Egypt ^ and into which the l)itter hei-bs 
are dipi^ed before they are partakcm of; green herbs — jiarsley or 
lettuce {karpas) — as the "food of j^overty;-'’ a cup of salt water, in 
which the green herbs are dipped to represent the hyssop dipped in 
the blood of the Paschal lamb/^ Thei’e are, besides, wine in cii})s or 
glasses for each at the table, as everyone assisting at the celebration 
is supposed to partake of foni- cups of wine. 

The service begins with kiddush^ as on Sabbath and other festi- 
vals.^ The family then sits down and the hcujadah^ i. e., narration, 
consisting of an account of the sufferings of Israel at the hands of the 
Egyptians and theii* mii*acnlous deliverance by God, accompanied 
by ])salnis and hymns, is recited. At appropriate passages of the 
hacjadah the articles mentioned above an* partaken of, s 3 onbolical 
ceremonies ])erformed, and the evening meal is eaten. 

74. Lrrinajv of the Passoveu 31 eal, Juujadah, — In Hebrew and 
Spanish, with maps aiid illustrations. Printed in London, T)57o A. ]\f. 
(=1818 A. I).) During the semiritual meal of the Passover feast, 
called seder^ the hagadah, i. e., narration, consisting of an account 
of the suiferings of Israel at the hands of the Egyptians and their 
inii-a(‘ulous deliverance ly (h)d, is recited, accompanied with psalms 
and h}unns. Dimensions, 1)^ inches bv inches. London, England. 
(Cat. Xo. 217078, U.S.X.jNI.) 

75. Liturgy of the Passover :meal {hagadah) . — The same as Xo. 
74. (Cat. Xo. 8091, U.S.X.^U.) 

Lent ly Hadji Epliraiiu P>enguiat. 

70. Two Cushions, t^sed to lean upon at the Passover :meal, or 
seder. — Hade of green silk and ilcld^^ embroidered in gold and silk, 
in Sainacov, Bulgaria, in the eighteenth centuiy. Length, 19 inches; 
width, 10| inches. Plate LXXXII, Cat. Xo. 154000, U.S.X.H.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

77. Ewer and Basin, used for the adlution at the Passover 
.-MEAL, OR SEDER. — (dlt bi’oiize repoiisse and cased work. Height of 
GAver, 18 inches; diameter of base, 7 inches; height of basim 44 
inches; diameter, 144 inches. (Plate LXXXII I, Cat. Xo. 1 5;vF^ , 
U.S.X.M.) IVashing of the hands {)iefiJafh gadauim) by pouilng 
Avater oA^er them is obserA^d ly the JeAvs before praA^er and before 

” rKniteroiioiny xvi, A. Exodus i. 14. ^ Ibid., 14: v. 7 tf. ^Mbid., xii. 1*2. 

^ See p. 715. 



PROCEED jyOH OF THE yATIOXAL MV8EIUL 



VOL. XXXIV. 



^20 

meals, sometimes also before saying grace after meals. The custom 
is also i-eferred to in the Xew Testament 

Lent by Tladji Ephraim Beugiiiat. 

78. Passovek dish. — ITsed at the Passover meal, or seder, to hold 
the maccoth and the other symbolical articles of the service. i\Iade 
by the Jews of Spain in the thirteenth centnrv, glazed in Italy in 
the sixteenth century. On its surface are painted the benediction of 
liiddiish and the sixteen words containing the programme of the cere- 
monies performed during tlie Seder, and four vignettes representing 
the family in the various stages of the service. Height, inches; 
diameter,‘lSf inches. (Plate LXXXT V, Cat. Xo. 15I50I, U.S.X.iM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Pengiiiat. 

79. P>uAss PLATE iLSED AT THE Passovek imeal. — Adomcd witli ani- 
mal figures and llowers and containing an Ai‘abic inscription in 
Hebi’ew characters. iNIade in Constantinople, Diameter, 20 inches. 
(Plate LXXXV. C^it. Xo. 180291, U.S.X.iNJ.) 

SO. SiLVEii Passoa ek plate. — Embossed and chased with interlaced 
scrolls and seven medallions on the border, representing the Patri- 
archs, Aliraham, Isaac, Jacob, iMoses, Aaron, David, and Solomon.^ 
Italian Penaissaiice period. Diameter, 281 inches. (Plate 
LXXXVI, Cat. Xo. 8078, U.S.X.iM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Pengiiiat. 

81. Passovek dish, — Made of pewter. Engraved with parts of the 
liturgy ri'eited at the Ihis.<over meal (mZcr). Diameter, 141 inches. 
(Cat.'Xo. 248921, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Pengiiiat. 

82. Passovek cloth. — Made of white silk, in Jerusalem. Stamped 
.with the princi])al jirayers recited at the Passover meal, or seder, and 

illuminated with representations of the Teiniile Blount and other 
buildings of the city of elerusalem; as also with tlie dties of Jericho 
and Shechem ; with tlu‘ candlestick {menorah) : and the tables of the 
Law {J)f‘('(do<jue) . ^leasurements, 18 by 18 indies. (Cat. Xo. 

15.V208, U.S.X.M.) 

Gift of Closes A. Dropsie, Es<|. 

88. (^0^ EK EOK rilE UxLEAVEXEl) PKEAD, OK :MAC^’0TH, TSED AT THE 

Passovek meal, ok sedek. — Linen, eniliroidered in silk. ]\Iade in 

Chalcis (Euboea), Greece, in the seventeenth century. ^leasiire- 

nients, 101 by 15 inches. (Plate LXXXVI I, Cat. Xo. 154599, 

U.S.X.M.)" 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Pengiiiat. 

84. Bkass dish, t sed fok iioldinc the (.keen hekp.s at the Pass- 
ovek :meal. ok sedek. — Chased work. ^Iad(‘ in Venice, Italy, in the 

® Coiaiuire ^lattliew xv, 2; Mark vii, 2: and Luke xi, .^S. 

^May also have lava used for the ahliition of the [)i‘iests before blessing of 
the people on festivals. 
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fifteenth century. Height, 3| inches; diameter, 17J inches. (Cat. 
No. 15451)5, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

85. CoVEU FOR THE GREEN IlElUiS, USED AT THE PaSSOVER .MEAE, OR 
SEDER. — Purple-colored silk, emlu’oidered in silver and gold. Made 
in Chios (an island off the coast of Asia Minor) in the eighteenth 
century. Measurements, 21 by 11) inches. (Plate LXXXVIII, Cat. 
No. 154597, U.S.N.]\I.) 

Lent by Hadji P^phraim Benguiat. 

SG. Pewter Passover Ih^ATE. — ^lade in Tetennausen, Germany. 
Diameter, 15 inches. (Cat. No. 180299, U.S.N.^I.) 

87. Enameled Saucer and Sii.ver Spoon. — Used for the compound 
of almonds, apples, and othei* fruit, or haroscfh^ at the Passover meal, 
or seder. Height of .saucer, J inch; diameter, 41 inches; length of 
spoon, 51 inches. (Plate LXXXIX, fig. 3, " Cat. No. 15459G, 
U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Plphraim Benguiat. 

88. Antique china Cup. — Used foi- the salt water at tlie Passover 
meal, or seder. Height, 1-J inches; diameter, 21 inches. (Plate 
LXXXIX, fig. 2, Cat.^No. 154G18, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Piphraim Benguiat. 

89. Twelve wine Glases. — Used for the drinking of the four 
cups'' {arha"' ko.soth) at the Passover meal, or seder. Cut glass with 
gilded rims, and engraved with scenes from human life (the two 
glasses on the iDlate, for instance, repre.sent a Avoman at the loom and 
a sailing vessel, the others being a woman spinning; a rural idyl; a 
harvesting scene; a country homestead; a landscape; a chariot race; 
a hou.se Avith its inhabitants; a hunting .scene), ilade in the seven- 
teenth centiHT. Height of each glass, 4f inches; diameter, IJ inches. 
(Plate LXXXIX, fig. 1, Cat. No. 154593, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji P]j)hi*aim Benguiat. 

90. Eight Sila’er Cups. — Used for the drijiking of the '‘four cups.” 
EngraA-ed Avith floral designs and buildings. Measurements, height, 
54 inches and 4^ inches; diameter, 2J and If inches. (Cat. No. 4553, 
US.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji P]phraim Benguiat. 

91. Glass and Plate. — Used for the counting of the ten plagues 
inflicted on the Plgyptians. Height of glass, G1 inches; diameters, 
51 inches and 3| inches; height of plate, 1 inch; diameter, 84 inche.s. 
(Idate XC, Cat. No. 1290, U.S.N.M.) During the reciting of 
the account of the deliA erance from Egyptian servitude in the liturgy 
of the seder, or luigadali^ at the mention of the ten plagues sent 
against the Egyptians (compare PXodus Aui-xii) a drop of Avine is 
poured out from a glass into a plate at the mention of each plague, 
or sometimes is dipped out Avith the finger. 

Lent by Hadji Plphraim Benguiat. 
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92. Bowiv OF (’VT GLASS, WITH GILDED um. — Usccl at the Passover 
meal. ^Measurements, hei^’ht, inches; diameter, 5J inches. (Cat. 
No. 4551, U.S.N.jM.) 

Lent by Hadji Epliraim Beuouiat. * 

93. Cover for Passover dish. — Silk emoroidery on linen. Italian 
woi‘k of the early sixteenth century. jMeasurements, height, 22| 
inches: width, 2 feet 74 inches. (Cat. No. 4552, I^.S.N.^M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

94. Piece of iujoc ade. — Used as tablecloth at the Passover meal, or 
seder. ^Measurements, 3 feet 104 inches by 1 foot (11 inches. (Cat- 
No. 15459(>, U.S.N.JM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

95. Table Center. — t^sed at the Passover meal, or seder. Linen, 
with edge and coiaiers richly emliroidered in silk and gold. JMade in 
Janina, Turkey, in the seventeenth century. Length, 3 feet 10 inches; 
width, 1 foot 7 inches. (Plate XCT, Cat. No. 154(301, U.S.N.^1.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

9(). Serviette. — Used at the Passover meal, or sedei-. Woolen, 
with lace edge worked in silver and silk. JMad(‘ in Chios in the six- 
teenth century. T^ength, 4 feet 3 inches; width, 1 foot 7i inches. 
(Cat. No. 154598, thS.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

97. 0:mer Tablet. — Manuscript in gilded frame. 

The harvest season was formally ojiened with a ceremony of waving 
a sheaf of barley in the Sanctuary on the second day of the Passover 
feast, whi(*h began on the 15th of Nisan (iIari‘h-April). Before this 
ceremony took place the harvesting of grain was forbidden;" '‘And 
ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn nor fresh ears, until this 
selfsame day, until ye have brought the oblation of your (xod." From 
that day seven Aveeks, or forty-nine days, Avere counted,^ to the feast 
of Pentecost ; hen(*e its IlebreAv name Hag ha-Shahiiofh '' feast of 
AVeeks,'’ and the usual Phiglish name " JVntecost,'' Avhich is the 
Tiei'Tr/Koa-W; pcntckoi^te, meaning the fiftieth day. It is also called 
"feast of harvest,''" because the grain harATst then approached its 
close, and day of first fruits,"'^ because tAvo loaATS of bread from the 
ncAV Avheat Avere otierc'd on that feast." AA^ith the destruction of the 
Temple the ceremony of Avaving the sheaf in the Sanctuary neces- 
sarily fell aAvay, but the counting is still obserA^d and the pi'ayers 

" Leviticus xxiii, 14. 

^Leviticus xxiii, 15; Deuteronomy xvi, D. 

" ExntUis xxiii, 10. 

^ Nimibers xxviii, 20. — Oompare Exodus xxxi\', 22. 

" Leviticus xxiii, IT. Since tlie dispersion rentecost has been connected by 
tradition with the day on which the Law (Torah) was i^iven on Mount Sinai, 
and the festival is called ha<j niattan torah, the feast of giving the Luaa\ 
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contained in the tablet form part of the liturgy during the time from 
Passover to lYmtecost. 

This tablet is used in tlie synagogue for reckoning the ])eriod 
between Passover and Pentecost. The tablet is in Hebrew. It con- 
tains the words: '‘Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who has saiictilied ns with His commandments and com- 
mjmded us to count the Omer/’ Then follows the count (in Hebrew), 
and below it the words: ]\bn^ the Lord restore the worship of the 

temple speedily in our da^'s," and Psalm Ixvii. The letters 11, S, and 
D on the left, mean, respectively, Omei* (written Homer l)v the 
Spanish Jcavs), Aveek (Sabbath), and day. The figures on the right 
indicate that it is the forty-seA enth day of Omer, i. e., six AA^eeks and 
fiA^e days. Measurements, height, 2 feet 0 inches; Avidth, 2 feet. 
(Plate XCII, (kit. Xo. 151404, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by ]\lr. David Sulzberger. 

NEW A'EAR (rOSII IlA-SHANAll) ; THE PENITENTIAL SEASON. 

98. 1va:m\s Horn {sltofar ), — In ancient times the horn or shofar 
Avas used, according to the Pentateuch, for the announcement of the 
XeAv ]Moon and solemn festivals,'^ for the proclamation of the year 
of release (Sal)batical year),^ and above all for military purposes, 
like the modern bugle, to giA^e the signal for going out to battle, for 
the announcement of a victory, and for a recall of the troops.^' It 
Avas also used as a musical instrument in religious processions.'^ 

At present the shofar is especiall}^ employed during the penitential 
season, Avhich begins Avith the 1st of the month Ellul (Augiist- 
September) and culminates on the Day of Atonement {Y om klppnr) 
on the 10th of Tishri (September-October). During the month of 
Ellul the shofar is sounded three times at the close of the morning 
serAUce each day, Avith the exception of the Sabbaths, in some congre- 
gations and in others at the evening service. On the 1st of Tishri, 
the beginning of the fivil year {Rosh ha-Hhana) ^ one of the most 
solemn of the JeAvish holy days, and the memorial of blowing of 
trumpets,"’ ^ thirty blasts, among the Sefardiin seyenty-two, are 
sounded on the shofar in the middle of the morning service, after the 
reading of the day's lesson fi*om tlie Torah, and before the addi- 
tional service"" {miisaf). On Atonement Day the shofar is sounded 
once, among the Sefardim four times, at the close of the concluding 
service {ne^'dah)^ and on the seATiith day of Tabernacles {Hoshunna 
Rabha) it is sounded at each of the seA^en circuits. The shofar is 

‘^Numbers x, 10. ronii)are Psalms Ixxxi, 4. 

^Leviticus xxv, 0. 

^Nimil)ers x, 1-0. 

II Samuel vi, 15; I (''lironicles xv, 28. C()ini)are Psalms xrviii, 0; cl. 2. 

^Leviticus xxxii, 24. Compare Numbers xxix, 1. 
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usually made of a rands horn, hut the £>oat's horn is also employed.^ 
(Plate XCTII, %. 1, Cat. Xo. 154580, U.S.X.xM.) 

Lent by TIadji Plphraiin Benguiat. 

DO. Bail's IIokn {nhofar),- — (Cat Xo. 05142, U.8.X.]\I.) 

100. ]\fAxusciuer written on vellu^i, — ]\Ieasurements, 14 by Oi 
inches. ^Mystical interpretation of the significance of the blowing of 
the shofar. Tunis, Xorth Africa. (Cat. Xo. 217005, U.S.X.M.) 

101. Liturgy for Xew Year's Day in Hebrew. — Containing the 
particular prayei’s and ScriptTire lessons of the service on New Year's 
Da 3 ^ Printed 5480 A. M. (1720) in Amsterdam, Holland. (Cat. No. 
3080, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

102. Liturga' of New Year's Daa^ in the IMarathi Language. — 
Used by the Beni-Israel, the native Jews of India. (Cat. No. 154572. 
U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Bey. Henry Cohen. 

103. LrruRGA^ for the Daa^ of Atone.^ient in the ^[aratiil Lan- 
guage. (Cat. No. 154508, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Bev. Henry Cohen. 

104. PROPiTiAToiiA^ Praters {xelihoth) in the Marathi Lan- 
guage.— Propitiatory planners are poetical compositions, sometimes in 
form of litanies, expressive of confession of sin and supplication for 
God's merc}^ and forgiveness, hence their Hebrew name, selihoth, for- 
giveness. The}^ are recited during the penitential season and on fast 
days. (Cat. nV 154571, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Bev. Heiliy Cohen. 

THE FEAST OF TABEKNACLES, OR BOOTHS (SUKKOTIl). 

105. Curtain fob. the booth or tent {. Mikkah ) of the Feast of 
Tabernac EES. — ^lade of linen and silk, with gold threads in the edge, 
by the Beduins of flerusalem in the eighteenth century. 

The Feast of Tabernacles takes place on the 15th of Tishri (Sep- 
tember-October), and continues, according to Leviticus xxxiii, 30—13, 
seven da vs, with an eighth day for the conclusion of the feast, to 
which is added the feast of the Bejoicing of the Law,” thus extend- 
ing it to nine davs. It is celebi'ated in remembrance of the wandering 
of the Isi*aelites through the desert, where they dAvelt in booths or 
tents.^ In ancient times the feast was coincident with the harvest sea- 
son and was a feast of thanksgiving.^ It was one of the most imjior- 
tant and joyous of the three pilgrimage festivals. The most character- 

® Compare Cyrus Adler, The Shofar, its Use and Orij^in. (Proceedings, S. 
National ^Museum, XVI, pp. 2S7-301 ; Keport, U. S. National Museum, 1802, pp. 
437-450.) 

^Compare I^eviticus xxiii, 43. 

^ Leviticus xxiii, 30 ; Exodus xxiii, 10 ; xxxiv, 22. 
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istic feature of the celebration of this feast is the dwelling in booths 
or tents, whence is derived its llebrew’ name, ^Sul'koth^ or, more fully, 
hag ha-i<iikl‘oth^ the feast of Ijooths. The booth has three sides of 
wood, usually boards or planks, while the fourth side, on which is the 
entrance, is hung wdth a curtain. It must be erected in the open air 
and covered with gi-een branches and leaves, affording protection 
against the sun by day, but peiinitting a small j)ortion of the sk}^ to 
be seen and the stai's to show at night. Inside it is usually adorned 
with draperies and garlands. Being the ‘'dwelling place’*’® during 
the festival, the meals are taken in the booth, and especially pious 
people even sleep in it. Sick and feeble people, ho^vever, are exempt 
from the obligation of d\velling in tents,"' and tlie precept is gen- 
erally suspended in inclement w^eather. Length, 10 feet 2 inches; 
wddth, G feet 4 inches. (Cat. No. 15451)0, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Iladji Ephi'aim Benguiat. 

lOG. Curtain Tie. — Linen, with edges embroidered in gold and silk. 
]\Iade by the Jew^s of Snnuaia. Asia Minor, in the seventeenth century. 
Length, 8 feet; wu’dth, 81 inches. (Cat. No. 154G17, U.S.N.^M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

107. F OURTEEN Tablets, used for the Decoration of the Booth. — 
The tablets are manuscripts on paper inscribed partly with passages 
from the Bible, parth^ w ith original Ilebrew’^ compositions bearing on 
the feast of Tabernacles and the residing in the booth. One con- 
tains, in addition to the tables of the Law% surmounted by the three 
crowns of the Law% Pilesthood, and Kingdom, the wdiole of the book 
of Ecclesiastes, wdiich is the roll {megillah) read on the feast of 
Tabernacles. It is artistically written to form various geometrical 
figures and shapes of birds and floAvers. Another is in.scribed in the 
same manner Avith portions of the book of Proverbs and Canticles, 
etc. (Cat. Nos. 217G79-G85, U.S.N.M.) 

108. Lulab and Ethroo in a Sila ef. Box. — The lulab and ethrog. 
the former being the shoot of the palm bound up with myrtle and 
Avillow branches, the latter the fruit of the citron tree (a variety of 
the Citrus medica)^ are used* by the Jcavs at the feast of Tabernacles 
(15-22 of Tishri = September-Oetober) in pursuance of LeAuticus 
xxiii, 40: “And ye shall take unto you, on the first day, the fruit of 
goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick trees, and 
willows of the brook, and ye shall rejoice before the Lord, yoin* God, 
scA^en days." At certain stages of the liturgy the lulab and ethrog, 
the former being held in the I'ight hand, the latter in the left, are 
Avaved up and doAvn and to all points of the compass, in acknowd- 
edgment of God’s soA^ereignty oatf nature. After the additional 
service {musaf) each day -a processional circuit {hakkafah) is made 



® Leviticus xxiii, 42.' 
Proc. N. M, vol. xxxiv — OS 17 
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with the lulab ami ethrog arouiul (he reading desk (as was done in 
the Temple around the altar) on which the Torah s(*roll is lield in 
an upright position, while reciting the prayers, beginning and clos- 
ing with the invocation “ Hosanna." On the seventh day seven 
such processions take place, and willow branches are beaten on the 
benches, and this day is therefore called IJo^shamui Ralthd^ the day of 
the great Uosanna. Length of the lulab, f feet 7 inches; height of 
silver box, 0 inches; diameters, o and 2] inelies. (Plate XCIV, Cat. 
Xos. ;3r):U) and 0(>87, U.S.X.M.) 

109. Li LAu AND Etjiuoo. (Cat. Xo. 151448, IT.8.X".M.) 

(lift of ^Ir. David Sulzberger. 

lit). LuLAii AND T{1 thimki IN A GLASS < i c. Cat. Xos. ;)()87 and r)(j9>7. 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Lenguiat. 

111. 1.-ULAB AND EriiiaK;. Cat. X"os. 45()7 and 9)710, H.S.X.M.) 

Lent by^ Ihulji Ephraim Bengniat. 

I1:K FKAST of HANUKAII ( DFDU'ATION) . 

112. Hani KAii Laimp. — Made of copper, probably of Dutch origin. 

The feast of d(‘dication or Hanukah (the latest addition to the 

cycle of Jewish festivals) is celebrated for eight days, beginning with 
the 25th of Kislew (December-January) , in commemoration of the 
purification of the Temple and the restoration of the service after 
th(‘ deliverance of Jerusalem from the op})ressions of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, King of Syria, by the Maccabees in 1()4 P>. C. The insti- 
tution of this festival is related in 1 ^laccabees iv, 47-59. In the 
X"ew Testament (John x, 22) it is mentioned under the name of 
lyKaivia {(dlufihid) . “dedication." The prim*i])al feature in the ob- 
servance of this festival is the lighting of lights in the synagogue, 
as well as in iirivate houses, whence it is also called the feast of 
lights." (Com]iare Jos(‘j>hus, Antiquities, xii, 7, 7.) 

On the fii‘st night one liglit is lit, on the second two, and so on to 
the eighth. The lights are set in a place where people on the street 
may see them, in the window or by the door. They are considered 
sacred, and must not be employed for any ordinary purpose. For 
this reason a “servant light" {sJidmnidHh) is placed next to them, 
which is used in lighting them. Babbinical tradition accounts for 
this feature of the feast by the stoiy that wIkmi the priests entered the 
sanctuary after the Syrians had been diH^en out, to light the per- 
petual lamp, th(\v found a vial of sa(‘red oil unpolluted, which, tinder 
ordinary circumstances, was only sufficient for one night, but by a 
miracle lasted for eight nights, until new oil could lie jirepared for 
the lamps of th(^ candlestidv. 

When possibl(‘, lamps burning olive oil are to be used, tliough fre- 
quently candles made of pure beeswax are employed. In the syna- 
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go«*nes tliero is visually for this i)nrpose a lamp made aftei* llie form 
of the caiullestick {mcnorah) of the tabernacle and tenp^le, as de- 
scribed in Exodus xxv, 31-140. ^leasnrements, lOi inches lono-; 2^ 
inches wide. (Plate LXXVIII, fii>*. 2, Cat. Xo. 13()21hn U.S.X.^L) 

113. Hanukaii La3ip. — jNlade of brass. Height, 7j inches; width 
at base, 0] inches. (Plate XCTTI, fig. 2, Cat. Xo. 154501, U.S.X.]M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Pengniat. 

114. IlANrivAii La Mr. — Made of brass, in the sevent(;enth centnr^x 
Eepreseiits the temple front, with the 'svord ‘Mernsalein in Hebrew. 
Height. 10 J incluM: \vidtlu S\ inches. (Cat. Xo. ;U)T4, U.S.X.^M.) 

Lent by Hadji E])hraim Penguiat. 

115. SiLvnii Hanimcaii La:\ip. — P eponsse Mork. xVdorned with a 
flower vase in the center, surrounded by other floral designs and sur- 
mounted by a crown. ^Measurements, 75 inches high. 7 inches >vide. 
(Plate XCV, fig. 1, C'at. Xo. 24H022, U.S.X.^M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

11(>. Haxukau La3ii». — ]\I ade of bra.ss, hammered work. In thi‘ 
center is a heart Avith the Hebrew Mxirds in relief: ‘‘To kindle the 
light of Hanukah.'* Lions on either side support a crown. Meas- 
urements, 10 inches high, 11 inches wide. (Plate XCV, fig. 2. Cat. 
Xo. 248923, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

117. Hani KAii La:mix — ]\I ade of brass. Measurements, 5 iii(‘he-< 
high; 95 inches Mude. (Cat. Xo. 4831, TT.S.X.jM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

Tin: FKA.ST OF ESTHEIt (PUUI.M). 

118. Roll or the Book or Estiiek. — Parchment scroll inserted in 
a ri'volving silver case, with marginal illuminations illustrating the 
events narrated in the book. MTitten in Venice, Italy, in the seven- 
teenth century. The silver case was once in possession of the Jews of 
Granada, Spain. 

Five of the shorter books of the Bible — Canticles, Ruth. Eccle- 
siastes, Lamentations, and Esther — are called the Five Rolls 
{hainersh mcf/illoth) ^ and are read on special occasions during the 
service in the synagogue, namely. Canticles on Passover. Ruth on 
Pentecost or Feast of Weeks, Ecclesiastes on Tabernacles, Lamenta- 
tions on the 9th of Ab. and Esther on the Feast of Purim. The first 
three are read privately by each member from his own copy during a 
pause in the public service (between the first part of the liturgy and 
the reading of the Torah). The Lamentations are chanted by the 
leader and members of the congregation, each reading a chapter, dur- 
ing the services of the 9th of .Vb (August) in commemoration of the 
destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem. Still more ceremony is at- 
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tachecl to the reading* of the Book of Esther, which takes place during 
the services of the Feast of Piiriin, and is celebrated on the 15th of 
Adar *(March-April) to commemorate the deliverance of the Jews of 
Persia from tlie machinations of Hainan, For this purpose a parch- 
ment scroll, written in the same manner as the Pentateuch (see The 
Torali Scroll, p. TOG) , is used. The reading takes place from the same 
desk as that of the Torah, and is preceded and followed bv a benedic- 
tion. At certain passages the congregation joins in, reciting them 
before tlie public reader. The Book of Esther is therefore known as 
the roll {mcyillah) . Another feature of the feast of Esther or Purim 
is the presenting of gifts to friends and the poor. Height of scroll, 
8 inches. (Plate XCAH, fig. 1, Cat. Xo, 154592, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

119. Poll of the Book of Esther. — Parchment scroll inserted in a 
revolving silver case. AVritten in Smyrna, Asia ]\Iinor, in the 
eighteenth centnrv. The case was once in possession of the Jews of 
Granada, Siiain. Height of scroll, 8 inches. Plate XCVI, hg. 
2, Cat. Xo. 154592^ U.S.X.1^I.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

120. Poll of the Book of Esther. — AVritten in columns of eight 
lines and about an inch wide, on a scroll of Audlnin seven-eighths of 
an inch wide, and inserted in a hexagonal revolving sih;er case, sur- 
mounted by a cui)ola. from which rises a ei*escent and star, the emblem 
of the iMohaminedan peoples. Height of case, 11 inches; diameter, 
1 inch. iNIade in Fez, ^lorocco. (Plate XCVL hg. 3, Cut. Xo. 
158317. r.S.X.H.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

121. Benedictions recited at the readinc. of the ^Ieoillaii. — 
Manuscript, written on leather. Measurements, 74 by 5 inches. (Cat. 
Xo. 158404, U.S.X.M.) 

122. P>ooK OF Esther. — iManuscript, written on parchment. The 
columns of the text an* divided by columns in pen and ink draAviiig. 
The margins on top and at bottom are illuminated, likewise in pen 
and ink drawings, with lloral designs and scenes illustrating the 
events narrated in tlie book. Height, 10 inches. (Cat. Xo. 3034, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

123. Silver cwse for the Book of Esther. — AA'ith designs of vases 
and flowers in hammered work. Height, 134 inches. (Cat. Xo. 3035, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

124. ^NIaxusc rirt of the Book of Esther. — Inserted into a case of 
olive Avood carATcl Avith a representation of the Temple. Made in 
Jerusalem. Height, 8 inches. (Cat. X^o. 134703, U.S.X^.M.). 

Lent by Mr. David Sulzberger. 
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125. iSlANUscKirT OF THE Book of P^sthek. — ^Vl•itteIl on leather. 
Height, 7 inches. (Cat. Xo. 158405, U.S.X.M.) 

IV. OBJECTS USED ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS AND INCIDENTS OF LIFE. 

120. SlLVEE SET OF INSTKUMEXTS USED AT THE IHTE OF CIKCU:MCI- 
siON. — Consisting of knives, scis.sors, shields, platters, boxes for pow- 
ders. etc. 

The rite of cii-cuincision {milah) is practiced in pursuance of 
Genesis xvii, 10-12: This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, be- 

tween me and you and thy seed after thee; eveiw male among you 
shall be circumcised. And ye shall be circumcised in the flesh of your 
foreskin; and it shall be a token of a covenant betwixt me and you. 
And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every 
male throughout your generation.'' Circumcision is accordingly per- 
formed on the eighth day after the child's birth. But in case of sick 
or weak children it is postponed until they are strong enough to 
undergo the operation. The performance of the rite of circumcision 
is accompanied by the recital of prayers and benedictions and is com- 
bined with the naming of the child." 

Circumcision was common in P^gypt as early as the fourth dynasty.^ 
At the present day it prevails among the Kaffirs and some negro 
tribes of Africa, in parts of Australia, in many of the South Sea 
Islands, and it is said to be practiced by the Abyssinian Christians 
as a national custom. Early Spanish travelers found it to be prevalent 
in the West Indies, ]\Iexico, and among tribes in South America. It 
is a common rite among Mohammedans everywhere, (Cat. Xo. 3631, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

127. SIL^^al^ CUP AND KNIFE USED AT circuMCisioN, (Plate LXXXT, 
figs. 1-3, Cat. Xo. ir.443gu.S.X.M.) 

128. Liturgy of the rites of circumcision and redemption of 
THE firstborn. — ^Maiiuscript, written on parchment. Dated, 1840. 
The redemption of the firstborn {pldyoti ha-hen) is observed in com- 
pliance with P^xodus xiii, 2, 12-15, compare Xumbers xviii. 15, ac- 
cording to which the firstborn was considered as particularly l3elong- 
ing to God because when the Lord sIcav the firstborn in the land of 
p]gypt He spared the firstborn of the Israelites. The rite takes plact^ 
on the thirty-first day after the child's birth, and consists, in accord- 
ance with Xumbers xviii, 16, in the parents giving a sum to the value 
of 5 shekels (about $2.50) to a priest, i. e., a descendant of Aaron. If 
either of the parents belongs to the family of Aaron, or to the tribe 
of Levi, the child need not be redeemed. The law applies only to 

• the firstborn of the mother, but not of the father. The ceremony is 

"Compare Luke i, 5'0 ; ii, 21, 

^Compare Herodotus ii, ."'>(», RT, 104; Wilkinson, Ancient Ejrypt, cli. xv. 



PROf^PJEDIXaS! OF THE XATIOXAL Ml^P^EUM, 



VOL. XXXIV. 



730 



aeconipnniecl by prayers ami benedictions, ami. like eircumcisiuii, is 
the occasion of a festival. (Cat. No. 15()047, U.8.X.M.) 

120. AVrappek I sed ox the occasion of carrying a child to Syna- 
gogue. — Linen \vith embroidered inscription in Hebrew reading: 
“Jacob, snrnained Kapel, son of Xaphthali Slialita, surnamed Hirsh 
Heller, born AVednesday, the 15th of Shebat ( Janiiary-Febrnary) 
5004 (1844). May the Lord let him grow up to the study o^f the 
Torah, to marriage and good works. Amen. Selah." Made in 
Ph'ance. 

Among Jews it is the custom when a child is brought for the first 
time to the synagogue that the father takes it to the desk, where the 
lesson from the Law is read during service, and j^resents a wrai)per 
for the Torah scroll. Length, 0 feet 4 inches; width, 0 inches. 
(Plate XCAHT, (5it. Xo. 154005, U.S.X.Al.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

130. AA'kapper used on the occasion of carrying a child to Syna- 
gogue. — Alade of white linen, and embroidered in variegated silk 
with figures of plants, birds, and animals, and Hebrew inscription, 
giving the name of the child as ifeir, son of eJudah Comperz, born 
5572 A. M. (1812 A. D.). Length, 12 feet; width, 74 inches. (Cat. 
Xo. 4555, U.S.X.AI.) 

Lent by Hadji lAphraim Benguiat. 

131. AATapper used on the occasion of carrying a child to Syn- 
agogue. (Similar to X"o. 130). Length, 9 feet 7 inches; width, 7 
inches. (Cat. Xo. 5550, U.S.X^.^I.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

132. AA'rapper I sed on the o( casion of carrying a child to Syn- 
agogue. — Made of linen, embroidered with Hebrew inscription, giv- 
ing the name of the child as David, son of fludah, born 5598 A. AI. 
(1838 A. D.). Length, 11 feet 3 inches: width, 74 inches. (Cat. Xo. 
154447, U.S.X.AI.) 

Gift of Air. David Sulzberger. 

133. Ode of a Siyuai.— AA'ritten on parchment ami richly illumi- 
nated. 

AAdth the orthodox Jews the study of the Bible, and especially of 
the Pentateuch or Torah, is considered a religious duty as well as a 
means of culture. As soon, therefore, as the young scholar has mas- 
tered the elements of Hebrew he studies in school the Pentateuch 
with some standard commentaries. His first reading through of 
the whole Pentateuch is sometimes the occasion of a family festival, 
called sb/nm. i. e., completion. The young student recites passages 
from the Pentateuch or makes a short speech, and receives presents 
from relatives and friends. 

This also takes place sometimes after the finishing of a track of the 
Talmud. This ode by an unknown poet celebrates such a sbjum of a 
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3 0 ung stmleiit of a prominent family in Rome, named Isaac Beracli- 
yali, son of Mordechai Raphael. 

After an introductory histoiacal note the ode relates the merits and 
Adrtues of the family of the student, and extols the advantages of the 
study of the sacred laAV of God. The singing of the ode AA^as dis- 
tributed to ditlerent voices, Avhich are marked at the various stanzas. 
The margin contains, besides the arms of the family and some sym- 
bolical figures, the last parashah or pericope, Avhich is read in the 
synagogue on the last Sabbath of the A^ear, Deuteronomy, xxxiii- 
xxxiv (the blessing of Moses and the record of his death). (Plate 
XCVIII. Cat. Xo. 154C3r/ U.S.X.M.) Measurements, 234 by 18 
inches. 

134. ]\Iakkiaoe CoNTiJArT. — ^lanuscript Avritten on parchment and 
illuminated. 

Marriage is usually preceded by an engagement or betrothal, on 
Avhich occasion it is customary among some Je\A\s to draAv up a formal 
Avrit of agreement betAveen the bride and groom, Avhence the ceremony 
is called tenaiin^ “ articles of agreement,''’ Avliich set forth the stipula- 
tions preliminary to the agreement to marry. The marriage cere- 
mony takes place under a canopy {huppah) of silk or A^eh^et about 
tAvo yards square, supported by four poles. The bride and bride- 
groom are led under it by their parents and friends. The rabbi, or 
anyone competent to perform the ceremony, takes a cup of Avine, and 
after pi’onouncing an appropriate blessing, giA^es it to the bride and 
bridegroom to taste. The bridegroom then places a ring on the finger 
of the bride Avith the aayuxIs: “ Behold, thou art Avedded to me by this 
ring, according to the laAv of Moses and Israel.*' This act. AA’hich is 
called sanctification or consecration {kiddushhi) , in itself makes the 
marriage valid. Then the marriage contract is read. 44fis is Avritten 
in an Aramaic dialect after an established form usually beginning 
Avith the Avords: ‘‘ Under good auspices, and Avith good luck to bride- 
groom and bride, 'Whoso findeth a Avife findeth a good thing, and 
obtaineth faA or of the Lord.' " It states that the bridegroom agrees 
to take the bride as his laAvful Avife, and that he Avill keep, maintain, 
honor, and cherish her, etc., and also s])ecifies the sum he settles upon 
her in case of his death. The minimum of the doAvry is fixed by the 
laAv to be 200 znz (about $30) for a virgin and 100 (about $15) for a 
AAudoAv or diAmrced AAmman. To this is usually added Avhat the bride 
has receiA^ed from her parents and Avhat the husband settles on her 
A^oluntarily, all of Avhich she gets in case of the death of the husband, 
or of divorce. 

Aftei* that the bridegroom crushes an empty glass Avith his foot 
in remembrance of the destruction of Jerusalem." The rabbi, or 
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whosoever performs the ceremony, takes another cup of wine, pro- 
nounces over it seven benedictions, and hands it again to the bride 
and bridegroom, who taste it, and the ceremony is then concluded. 

The contract is dated Tvome, in the year of creation 55TG (181G). 
The contracting parties are Elijah KSaki and ]Masal-Tob (Fortune), 
of Castlenuovo. The witnesses to the contract are Joshua Gerson 
Ashkenazi and ^lichael Hayim ^legula. 

The margin is decorated Avith various symbolical figures, and con- 
tains the liturgy of the wedding ceremony and passages from the 
Bible and the Talmud referring to marriage and married life, 
artistically intertAvined in garlands. AboA^e, in the center, are prob- 
ably the arms of the bridegroom ; to the right a boy standing on a 
Avheel pouring out the horn of ])lenty, Avith the motto: “All depends 
on merit and good luck; " to the left a female figure Avith tambour- 
ines, and the Avords: ''Peace and AATlcome to those nigh and far.” 
BeloAv, to the right, is a female figure holding tAA^o burning hearts 
linked together bv a chain. Avith the adage: “A Avell-mated couple is 
chosen by God (marriages are made in heaven) ; to the left another 
female figure holding a tambourine and a flower, Avith a quotation 
from Isaiah xxxii, 8. The representation at the bottom, of Elij;ih 
ascending to heaA^n in a fiery chariot, his mantle falling on his 
disciple and successor Elisha,® Avas probably suggested by the name of 
the bridegroom. Measurements, 30 bv 101 inches. (Plate XCIX, 
Cat. Xo. 1.53G33. U.S.X.M). 

135. Gold 'Wedding King. — Made in form of Iavo hands linked. 
The JeAAUsh marriage is made valid by the Jcidfhfsh'm , that is, by 
the bridegroom putting a ring on the hand of the bride Avhile say- 
ing the Avords: Behold thou art Avedded to me by this ring, accord- 
ing to the hiAv of Moses and Israel. (Cat. Xo. 151435, U.S.X.M.) 

13G. Marriage Contract. — Manuscript, Avritten on parchment and 
illuminated. Dated Koine. 5500 A. (1830 A. D.). The con- 
tracting parties are Mahalalel of Susa and Virtuosa Binah. The 
witnesses are Joshua Gerson Ashkenazi and ^Moses Milano. The 
margin is decorated Avith floral designs and figures. To the right is 
a female figure holding a croAvn and an oliA^e branch; to the left 
is that of Justice Avith scales and SAvord : Avhile beloAV an old man 
points the young Avanderer on the patliAvay of life heavenAvard. 
31easurements. 321 by 215 inches. (Cat. Xo. 154G30, U.S.X.M.) 

137. jMarriage Contract. — ^Manuscript, Avritten on parchment and 
illuminated. Dated Kome, 5507 A. M. (1837 A. D.). The con- 
tracting parties are Aaron Marcus and Quintiliana of Capua. The 
Avitnesses are Joshua Gerson Ashkenazi and Baphael Johannan 
Ephraim Casnulu. The margin is ornamented Avith floral designs 
and figures. AboAX' is the representation of a young couple bound 

® II Kings ii, 11-lR. 
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toilet hor by a ribbon woiiiul aroiiml thoir necks fn)ni which a heai’t 
is suspended. At the bottom is the ligiire of the liigh priest in fidl 
robes, ])robably suggested by the name of tlie bi’id(‘gi‘()om, Aaron. 
^Measurements, At by 20J inches. (Cat. Xo. IMOol, U.S.X.M.). 

138. Marriacjk Coa^tract. — Manuscript, written on parchment and 
illuminated. Dated pome, 5512 A. jM. (1751 A. D.). The con- 
tracting parties are Macliah de Castro and Rebekah Tarmi, The 
witnesses are jMahalalel ]Modilitani and Ilezekiah Amrin. The mar- 
gin is decorated with floral designs and Biblical passages referring 
to marriage and married life, ileasurements, 33 J bv 20^ inches. 
(Cat. Xo. 154632, U.S.X.M.). 

130. Document of Betrothal (te7)a'im) and IMarriaoe Contract 
{Jxethuhah) , — Manuscript, written on parchment and illuminated. 
Dated Livorno (Leghorn, Italy), 5-170 A. M. (1710 A. D.). The 
contracting parties are David, son of Abraham Rodriguez iliranda, 
and Dona Esther, daughter of Moses Franco. The decoration is 
in form of a facade of a Greek temple, the columns upholding the 
coats of arms of the bridegroom and bride, which are flanked on 
either side b}^ angelic figures blowing trumpets. The documents — 
the IxCtlnibah to the right and the tenaim to the left — are framed 
by a curtain which is raised by two Cupids on either side. On the 
bases of the columns arc inscribed, in allusion to the names of the 
bridegroom and bride, the passages: "‘And David l)ehaved himself 
wisely in all his wa}"s, and the Lord Avas with him (I Samuel xviii, 
14), and, “And Esther obtained favor in the sight of all of them that 
looked upon her” (Esther ii, 15). Measurements, 37 by 24 inches. 
(Cat, Xo. 21G1G2, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Mr. S. S. Howland. 

140. jMarriage Contract. — Manuscript, written on parchment and . 
illuminated. Dated Aquila (or Aquino (?), Italy), 5600 A. M. 
(1840 A. D.). The contracting parties are Simeon Jedidiah, son of 
eleushin, and Bella Leah, daughter of Eliezer Cohen. The margin is 
decorated with a representation of the city of Jerusalem, the signs of 
the Zodiac, the emblems of the twelve tribes, floral designs, and 
Biblical passages. Measurements, 27 by 10 inches. (Cat. Xo. 3681, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

141. Marriage Contract. — Written on parchment in the so-called 
Rashi or Rabbinical script Avith gilded initials and decorated borders. 
Height, 12 inches; width, 184 inches. Dated Haskeuy, Constanti- 
nople, the 7th of Tishri (September-October) , 5361 A. M. (1601 
A. D.). The contracting parties are Solomon Medinah and Mereada, 
daughter of Moses Firmon. 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

142. Marriage Contract. — Manuscript, Avritten on parchment and 
illumuiated in gold and colors, with flowers and Biblical passages. 
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Dated 5500 A. M. (1740 A. 1).). The contracting parties are Joseph 
and Kebekah. Height. 2 feet Of inches; width, 25|- inches. (Cat. 
Xo. 3080, u.s.x.:m.) 

Lent bv Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

143. iMARKiAGE CoNTUACT. — Written on parchment. The margins 
are richly decorated : of the writing only a few traces are left, which, 
however, exhibit line workmanship. Height, 20i inches; width, 18i 
inches. 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

144. Buriae ITvAyers. — ^M anuscript written on parchment. The 
prayers, which are recited at the cemetery at the open grave, are 
expressive of submission to God's will and include the kaddish or 
‘‘ holy,'' that is. a doxology. acknowledging God's holiness and great- 
ness. The 1‘addish is repeated at every service during the fii‘st year 
of mourning and on the anniversaries of the death. It is believed by 
many Jews that the recital of the kaddish benefits the deceased. 
^Measurements. 2 feet 2 inches by 0 inches. (Cat. Xo. 158354, 

iT.s.x.:\i.) 

Gift of Hr. David Sulzlierger. 

V. MISCELLANEOUS. 

145. Costume of a Ivaeui ix ]Moiiam:medax Countries. — Consist- 
ing of trousers, inner robe of striped silk reaching below the knees 
and held by a girdle round the waist. outei‘ coat of cloth, with short, 
ample sleeves, shawl, shoes with goloshes, and headgeai* of red felt, 
around which a piece of gray silk is twisted like a tui'ban. When 
the Jews first settled in ^lohammedan countries they were compelled 
by a decree to wear a dress difierent from that of the Mohammedans. 
At present the decree has been suspended, but main^ of the Jews con- 
tinue to wear a distinctive costume. It is chiefly marked in the color 
of the turban. That of the Mohammedans is of white muslin or 
cashmere, while the Jews wear black, blue. gray, or light -brown tur- 
bans and generally dull-colored dresses. (Cat. Xo. 154701, U.S.X.^M.) 

140. Knife with its sheath, t sed for slai oiiterino of ani:mals. — 
The killing of animals, that is mammals and birds, foi* food is per- 
formed by cutting through the windpipe and gullet, with a perfectly 
sharp and smooth knife called ludaf^ by a swift motion forward and 
backward acro.ss the throat of the animal. The act of slaughtering is 
railed shchdah. and the person jierforming it is called shohet. He 
must be qualified ))v knowledge and skill. The knife must be thor- 
oughly examined hy him before and after the killing, and if it be 
found to have a notch , the animal killed with it is ritu- 

ally unfit for fool (tcrefah). The shelnfah is followed by the hcdi- 
i. e.. examination, first of the throat of the animal to ascertain 
wheth(U‘ the windpiiie and gullet are cut through according to the 



xo.ir.no. JEWrSff CEREMONIAL,^— ADUJR Ayi) C.LsM A O U /^Z. 



735 



requirements of the Law; then of the various vital organs, especially 
the lungs. If they are found to be in any way tainted witli disease, 
the animal is unfit to be eaten. The act of slaughtering is accom- 
panied by benedictions. Length, 25 inches. (Plate LXXVIII, fig. 3, 
Cat. Xo. 15IG10, U.S.X.iM.) ^ 

Gift of Mr. David Sulzberger. 

147. Brass Tray, rewtered. — In the center is, in hammered woi*k, 

a representation of the candlestick (menorah) ^ with the inscription in 
Hebrew: To kindle the light of Ilanukah, of Sabbath and the fes- 

tiA^als of the entire year, 5580’- (1820), surrounded by a floral de- 
sign. On the rim are the signs of the zodiac with their Hebrew 
names and those of the Hebrew months. ]\Iade in Russia. Diameter, 
14f inches. (Cat. Xo. 4828, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

148. Bmvss Plate, pewtered. — In the center is, in hammered work, 
the re 2 :>resentation of a building, with the inscription on the rim in 
Hebrew ; This is the home for the aged in the city of Prague, 5585 ” 
(1825). Made in Russia. Diameter, 8f inches. (Cat. Xo. 4820, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

149. Brass Plate, pewtered. — In the center is, in hammered work, 
the representation of a synagogue, with the inscription in Hebrew 
on the rim : '' Synagogue of Jerusalem, 55G5 '' (1805). Made in Rus- 
sia. Diameter, 8f inches. (Cat. Xo. 4830, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

150. Tray made of lead, coppered. — Inscribed in Hebrew with the 

passages: The blessing of the Lord it maketh rich,” and “The 

righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul, but the belly of the 
wicked shall want,” Proverbs x, 22; xiii, 25, and the name of Isaac 
Beruro. Diameter, 3 feet 31 inches. (Cat. Xo. 3717, L^.S.X.IM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

151. ]\IizRAH. — ]\Ianuscript, inscribed with Psalm Ixvii arranged 
in the form of the candlestick (menorah) , with the Decalogue, and 
other Biblical passages, and illuminated with the three crowns of the 
Law, priesthood and kingdom, the “ shield of David,” and with 
flowers. ]\lizrah, that is, east, properly the place of the rising sun, 
is used to designate an ornamental picture, hung on the eastern wall 
of a house or in front of the praying desk in the synagogue, to indi- 
cate the direction of the face when at prayer, so as to be turned 
toward Jerusalem. The custom of facing east while at prayer, ob- 
served by the Jews living west of Palestine, is already mentioned, 
Daniel vi, 11. Compare I Kings viii, 38. East of Jerusalem the 
west direction would be chosen: north of Jerusalem the south. (See 
Xo. 157.) Height, 1G4 inches; width, 11 inches. (Plate C. Cat. Xo. 
3G83, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 



PROCEEDiya>^' OF THE \ \TIO\AL MFSEEH. 



VOL. XXXI V. 



736 

lo2. ilizRAii. — ^faiiuscript, inscribed with Psalm Ixvii in form 
of the candlestick [intnorah) . tlie Decalogne. the names of the plan- 
ets and zodiac. ^Yith the names of God and of angel>, and illuminated 
with the ’* Shield of David." the crowns of the Law. the priesthood, 
and the kino'dom. Height. inches: width, inches. (Cat. 

Xo. 36 so, r.s.x.:\i.) 

Lent bv Hadji Ephraim Beimuiat. 

loo. Mizraii. — ^ lannscript. inscribed with Psalm Ixvii and prayers 
and illuminated in colors. Hei^’ht, 13J inches: width. 10 inches. 
(Cat. Xo. 3GSL U.S.X.:^!.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Pjeimuiat. 

lo4. ^lizRAit. — ^lannscript, inscribed with various names of God 
and prayer.^. Height. Ilf inches: width 12f inches. (Cat. Xo. 
3Gs6, E.S.X.]\L) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Pjenguiat. 

153. ^fizRAii. — Print on cardboard. (Cat. Xo. 154417. U.S.X.iM.) 

15G. ^IizRAH. — Panel of cream-colored silk, embroidered with the 
figures of Abraham and Isaac, and Biblical passages. Height, 154 
inches: width. 20f inches. (Cat. Xo. 45G0. U.S.X.^1.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengiiiat. 

157. DARo:sr, that is. “Sorrii." — Panel of cream-colored silk, em- 
broidered with the figures of Joseph and Phineas (as the representa- 
tives of chastity. Genesis xxxix. and Xumbers xxv). Height. 154 
inches: width. 20|- inche-. (Cat. Xo. 45G1. U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Piphraim Benguiat. 

15S. MrzrzAii. — The meznzah consists of the passages Deuteron- 
omy vi. 4-0. and xi. 13-21. written on parchment in the same manner 
as the Torah srroll and the phylacteries, and inserted in a wooden 
or metal case or glas> tube. On the outer side is wi-itten the Hebrew 
name of God. Shachlai, “Almighty." and a small opening is left in 
the case opposite this word. The case is fastened in a slanting posi- 
tion fo the right-hand side of the doorpost (hence its name, mezuzah, 
which 'means ” doorpost ") . in compliance with the words : And thou 

shalt write them (the words of the Lord) on the doorposts of thy 
house and within the gates " (Deuteronomy vi. 9 : xi. 20). Pious Jews 
touch and kiss the mezuzah as they pass through the door. In the 
Orient the entire Decalogue enclosed in a tin case is sometimes nailed 
to the doorway. Some people attribute a protective power, espe- 
cially in warding otf evil spirits, to the mezuzah. The custom has 
been widely adopted by other peoples of the East, particularly by 
Hohammedans. who write passages from the Koran over the doors 
and windows of their homes. (Plate CL fig. 1. mezuzah. encased in 
a (juill: fig. 2. mezuzah in a tin case: fig. 3, mezuzah in a glass tube: 
fig. 4. mezuzah unfolded. (Cat. Xo. 1545S4. U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 
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150. ]\lEZrZAIl IX SILVEU CASE OF CHASED WORK. MADE IX IluSSIA. — 

Inscribed in Hebrew with the ^vorcls: A fruitful bou^di, even a fruit- 
ful bough by a well (Genesis xlix, 22). Height, di- inches. (Cat. 
Xo. 45 g1 U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

IGO. Mixiature mezuzaii ix’" silver case, attachable to a ciiaix. — 
Supposed to have been worn as a talisman. Height. l\ inches. (Cat. 
Xo. 45G5, U.S.X.^I.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

IGl. Mezuzaii. — Parchment manuscript. ^leasurement>. 5 by 44 
inches. (Cat. Xo. 45GG. U.S.X.M.) 

Lent b}’ Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

1G2. ^Mezuzah. — Parchment manuscript from Pale-tine. Pleasure- 
ments, G by 54 inches. (Cat. Xo, 21G1G1. U.S.XAL ) 

Lent by Mr. S. S. Howland. 

1G3. ^Mezuzaii ix metal case. — Height. 3 inches. (Cat. Xo. 158853, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Gift of ]\Iiss Ottenberg. 

1G4. Scriptural motto. — Made of red silk and embroidered in 
gold, with the Hebrew passages: ** Let thy garments be always white, 
and let not thy head lack ointment*- (Ecclesiastes ix, 8). and “ I will 
dwell in th}' tabernacle forever; I will take refuge in the covert of 
thy wings. Selah.*' (Psalms Ixi, 4). 4Iade in Smyrna, Asia ]Minor, 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century. Length, 274 inches; 
width, 74 inches. (Cat. Xo. 401, L^.S.X.M.) 

Lent b;/ Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

1G5. Piece of Olivewood fro3I Jerusalem. — Engraved in relief 
with a representation of the Tomb of the Prophet Zechariah. Height, 
9 inches; width, 7 inches. (Cat. Xo. 3G18, L*.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

IGG. Silver aiedal. — Struck in commemoration of the edict of Em- 
peror Francis Joseph I of February 18, 18G0. granting the Israelites 
of his Empire the right to own real estate. On the obverse are in re- 
lief, to the right, a crowned female figure holding a scroll inscribed 
in Hebrew : One jDeople and one nation : ** to the left, the figure of a 

])oy holding in his right hand a wreath, in his left a palm branch. Be- 
tween the figures are, above, two tablets, inscribed in Hebrew: One 

law for us all : '* beneath, the bust of the Emperor and the double 
eagle of the imperial standard. The margin and bottom of the medal 
have a^^propriate German legends, expressive of the gratitude of the 
Israelites. The reverse is inscribed with the paragraphs of the edict 
bearing on the suliject. Diameter. 2fg inches: thickness, one-fourth 
inch, (Cat. Xo. 154G15, I^S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji E^^hraim Benguiat. 
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i07. Delegate's cakd of the fikst Zionists' Congress. — P^no-raved 
with the Shield of David, symbolical figures, and the words in He- 
brew; Oh tliat the salvation of Israel were come ont of Zion ! ” 
(Psalm xiv, 7.) “Zionism" is the name given to the movement 
among the Jews which aims at establishing for their people a pub- 
licly and legally secured home in Palestine. It was organized and 
held its first congress in 1897, in Basle, Switzerland. Measurements, 
5J inches by 3§ inches. (Cat. No. 1581^)8, U.S.N.M.) Basle, 
Switzerland. 

1()8. Delegate's card of the second Zionists’ Congress. — En- 
graved with the Shield of David, symbolical figures, and the words 
in Hebrew: “ Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among 
the nations, and bring them into their own land " (Pizekiel xxxvii, 
:21). ^leasurements, oj by 5| inches. Basle, Switzerland. (Cat. 
Xo. 158,i:>9, r.S.X.M.)” 

109. Bad(;es of the second Zionists' Congress. — Consisting of 
metal ]iins made in form of the Shield of David. Basle, Switzerland. 
(Cat. Xo. 158401-3, U.S.X.^I.) 

VI. amulets. 

Amulets are charms, or pre.servatives against evil spirits, witch- 
craft, the evil eye, or disease. They are made of stone, metals, ani- 
mal products, etc.; in fact, of any substance. The most common 
consists of words, characters, or sentences ranged in a particular order 
and Avritten on parchment, or engraA'ed upon wood, .stone, or metal, 
and worn aliont the neck or some other part of the body. Amulets 
are found in use among nearly all peoples and religions of ancient 
and modern times. 

170. A.aii let on parchment. — Written for Hadji Ephriam Ben- 
gniat Avhen he Avas sick in childhood. lAUigth, 9] inches; Avidth, If 
inches. (Plate (T, Hg. 5, Cat. Xo. 154(>11, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Piphraim Benguiat. 

171, SiLAER ^lEDAl.LION, TSED PROUAULA' AS AN AMULET. Filigree 

Avork. On one side is, in gilt relief, the IlebreAv name of God. 
Shadfhd (“Almighty '') : on the other the figure called “ Shield of 
David" (MfKjen Darid), Avith a fleur-de-lis inside. Height, 
inches: Avidth, IJ inches. (Plate Cl, fig. G, Cat. Xo. 154613, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

172, Tavo silver rings, t sed as aaii lets. — EngraATd with the name 
of the OAvner, “ Piphraim lienguiat,'' and cabalistic Avords. Diameter, 
three-fourths inch. (Cat. Xo. 154612, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Piphraim Benguiat. 

173. Sila’er coin. — On the obATi‘se is, in relief, a seated female 
figure laying her right hand in blessing upon the head of a boy stand- 
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ing in front of her. The margin is inscribed Avith part of the Aaron- 
itic blessing in German, The Lord bless thee and keep thee,” while 
the chair on which the female figure is seated is adorned with the 
monogram of Christ (n^). At the bottom is tlie name Abramson.'’ 
On the reverse is, on tlie top, the name of God, ‘Mehovah,'’ in Hebrew 
characters, with rays of the sun going out from it, surrounded by the 
inscription in German, Light and truth." It may have originated 
with some cabalistic sect and have been used as a talisman. Diam- 
eter, 15 inches. (Cat. No. 1288, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

17L Amulet. — jManuscript, written on paper and illuminated in 
colors. The amulet is used by some Jews on the occasion of child- 
birth, when it is put up over the doors and w indows of the room to 
protect the mother and newdy-born child against evil influences, espe- 
cially of Lilith, who is mentioned in Isaiah xxxiv, 14 (rendered in 
the authorized version by screech owd, in the revised version by night 
monster), and in later Hebrew^ literature is de})icted as a female 
demon roaming in the night. The amulet contains various passages 
from the Scriptures, names of God, angels, Lilith, and invocations 
against her. Measurements, l7f by 144 inches. Tunis, North 
Africa. (Plate CII, Cat. No. 217693* U.S.N.il.) 

175. Tw^o Amulets. — Printed on paper. Used for protection in 
childbirth. The amulets contain in Hebrew^ Psalm cxxi, names of 
God, of angels, and of Lilith, and invocations against her. Vienna, 
Austria. (Cat. No. 214452-3, U.S.N.M.) 

Gift of Dr. Fr. S. Krauss. 

176. Amulet. — ilanuscript, wuatten on parchment. Contains 
Psalm Ixvii arranged in form of the candlestick {menorah) . various 
other passages from the Scriptures, names of God and angels, and 
prayers for protection from evil spirits and various pliysical and 
mental ailments. ^leasurements, 13^ by 84 inches. Tunis, North 
Africa. (Cat. No. 217688, U.S.N.:SL) 

177. Amulet. — Manuscript, wnatten on vellum. Contains Psalm 
Ixvii arranged in shape of the candlestick {menorah) and Psalm xci, 
wdth various other passages from the Scriptures, names of God and 
angels, wdth invocations for the protection of Daniel, son of Berukah, 
against evil. Measurements, 144 by 64 inches. Tunis, North Africa. 
(Cat. No. 217689, U.S.N.M.) 

178. Amulet. — ifanuscript, written on vellum. Inscribed with 
the names of God and angels, and invocations for the protection of 
Daniel, son of Berukah, against evil spirits, witchcraft, and other 
misfortunes. Measurements, 94 by 5 inches. Tunis, North Africa. 
(Cat. No. 217690, U.S.N.M.) 

179. Amulet. — Manuscript, wn-itten on parchment. Contains pas- 
siiges from the Scriptures, names of God and angels, and invocations 
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for the cure of Deborah, daughter of Rachel, from bodily and mental 
maladies and protection from evil influences. ^Measurements, by 
94 inches. Tunis, Xorth Africa. (Cat. Xo. 21TG91, U.S.X.M.) 

180. Amulet. — 31anuscript, written on parchment. Contains 
passages from the Sci'iptures, names of God and angels, and invoca- 
tions, artistically strung together, for the cure and protection of 
Hannah, daughter of Rachel. Measurements, 71 by 71 inches. Tunis, 
Xorth Africa. (Cat. Xo. 217092, U.S.X.M.) 

181. Round Bkonze Amulet. — On the obverse is the figure of Mars, 

in relief, as symbol of the jfianet of the same name, surrounded by 
an inscription in French and Hebrew, reading: To serve according 

to the intention of G. 4V. L. D. Corson, with the name of Jehovah 
the reverse is inscribed with a magic S(|uare and various cabalistic 
names of angels. Diameter, oj inches. (Plates CHI and CIV, fig. 
1, Cat. Xo. 8010, U.S.X.M.) ' 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

182. Round Beonze A^iulet. — On the obverse is the figure of 

^lerciiry in relief, as symbol of the planet of the same name, sur- 
rounded by an inscription in French and Hebrew, reading: To serve 

according to the intention of G. W. L. D. Corson, with the name of 
Jehovah"; the reverse is inscribed with a magic square and various 
cabalistic names of angels. Diameter, inches. (Plates CIII and 
CIV. fig. 2. Cat. Xo. 8011, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

188. SiLVEii Amulet. — Repousse work. Made in form of a vase. 
On one side are represented the tables of the Law, or Decalogue, 
in Hebrew, and the candlestick; on the other the perpetual lamp 
and a cup. On either side is the Hebrew name of God, Shaddai, 
or "'Almightv.'’ Measurements, 54 bv 34 inches. (Cat. Xo. 8008, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent b}" Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

184. SiLVEii Aml mrr. — Repousse work in Louis XV style. Made 
in form of a tlov/er vase. Between the fiowers arising from it are 
two gilded tablets engraved on one side with the Decalogue, on the 
other with the Hebrew name of God, Shaddau or 'CVlmightAL'’’ 
Sunnounted by a gilded crown, while the bottom is fringed with 
small gilded bells. Measurements, 04 b}^ 34 inches. (Cat. Xo. 
4882. U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

185. Gold Disk. — On the obverse is a representation of the Tem- 
ple, surrounded by the inscription, in Hebrew: May Jerusalem, the 

holy city, and the Temple be rebuilt and established soon. Amen on 
the reverse is seen the candlestick with the legend: Of beaten work 

shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, 
his knops, and his fiowers, shall be of the same" (Exodus xxv, 31). 
Mr. Benguiat thinks that the disk originated soon after the destruc- 
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tion of the Temple, and that only two copies of it are knowni to be 
in existence. It was perhaps intended for an amulet. Diameter, 2^ 
inches. (Cat. Xo. 3(>3J), U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benouiat. 

18(). Silver Medal. — On the obverse bust of Moses; on tlie reverse 
these words, in Hebrew : Thou shalt have no other Gods before me 

(Exodus XX, 3). Probably used as an amulet. Diameter, I j inches. 
(Plates cm and CIV, Cat. Xo. 3G40, U.S.X.iNI.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

187. Bronze ]\Iedal. — The same as the foregoing, Xo. 3G40. (Cat. 
Xo, 3G41, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

188. Silver xVmulet. — Phupie engraved in two columns with cab- 
alistic words. Measurements, 2J by 1|^ inches. (Cat. Xo. 3G13, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

189. Silver Amulet. — Plaque engraved with the Hebrew names 
of the four rivers of Paradise — Pison, Gihon, Hiddekel, and Eu- 
phrates — mentioned in Genesis ii, 11-14, in various mutations and 
positions of the words and letters, ileasurements, 2^ by If inches. 
(Cat. Xo. 3G14, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

190. Silver A^iulet. — The same as the foregoiiig. ileasure- 
ments, 1} by 2| inches. (Cat. Xo. 3G15, U.S.X.M.^ 

Lent by Hadji P]phraiin Benguiat. 

191. Silver Amulet.— Plaque with the Hebrew name of God, 
“Jehovah,'’ in repousse work (fragment). Measurements, by If 
inches. (Cat. Xo. 3G1G, U.S.X.^I.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

192. Silver Amulet. — I^laqiie with names of God scratched on 
it. Measurements, 2j by 21 inches. (Cat. Xo. 3G17, U.S.X.^I.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

193. Parchment Amulet. — Inscribed with the Hebrew name of 
God, Jehovah,” in various mutations of the 23osition of the letters. 
In metal frame. Measurements, 4| by 3f inches. (Cat. Xo. 3G09, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Eiihraim Benguiat. 

194. Gilded nickel Signet ring. — Engraved, in Hebrew, with the 
name of “ Solomon, son of Xajithali,” and the sign of jiisces. Diame- 
ter, seven-eighths of an inch. (Cat. Xo. 4833, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ejihraim Benguiat. 

195. Silk Cap. — Embroidered in gold with the Hebrew name of 
God, Shaddai, “Almighty,” and cabalistic names of angels. (Cat. Xo. 
3G32, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ejihraim Benguiat. 
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19(>. Piece of silk brocade ix i\)r:m of a badge. — Embroidered in 
^^old and silver with the Hebrew name of God, Shaddai^ ^^Vlmighty,” 
and cabalistic names of angels. Measurements, 23 by 4 inches. (Cat. 
No. 3630, U.S.X.]M.) 

Lent by Iladji Ephraim Benguiat. 

197. Amulet. — Consisting of -a golden hand, engraved with the 
Hebrew name of God, Shadda^ “Almighty.” Length, 2 inches. 
(Cat. No. 154436, U.S.N.M.) 

198. A^iulet. — Leaden disk containing on the obverse the words, 

in Hebrew : ^lay this boy grow iq) for the Law, marriage, and good 

worksA with an abbreviation of the name of God, 'LJehovah,'' in 
the center. On the reverse is, likewise in Hebrew, a i^rayer for the 
protection of the child against the evil eye and the croup. Diameter, 
14 inches. (Cat No. 211943, IT.S.N.^M.)* 

Collected by ]\Ir. Edward Lovett, 1901. 

199. Parchmext A^iulet. — Inscribed with the names of God and 
angels, and prayers for protection from evil and for success. Diam- 
eter, 3 inches. (Cat. No. 154453, U.S.N.M.) 



VII. ILLUSTRATIONS OF BIBLE NARRATIVES, MOSTLY TEXTILES. 

200. The Sacrifice of Isaac. — As related in Genesis, chapter xxii. 
Silk embroidery on linen, made in Greece, Gothic period. Length, 
22 inches; width, 74 inches. (Cat. No. 154607, U.S.N.]\L) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

201. The defeat of Goliath by David. — As described in I 
Samuel, chapter xvii. Silk eml)roiderv on linen, made in Greece, 
Gothic period. Length, 5 feet 5 inches; width, 11 inches. (Cat. 
No. 154608, U.S.N.MO 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

202. The story of David axd Bathsiieba. — As related in II 
Samuel, chapter xi. English petit point silk tapestiy of the Eliza- 
bethan period. Length, 29 inches: width, 10-J inches. (Cat. No. 
154609, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

203. Eight embroidered Pictures, illustratixg the story of 
Joseph. — The background and bodies of the figures are executed in 
varigated silk threads, while the heads, aiTiis, and feet are hand 
painted. In gilded frames. The episodes from the history of Joseph 
depicted are: (1) Joseph is drawn out of the pit (Genesis xxxvii, 
28) ; (2) Joseph is sold to the Ishmaelites (xxxvii, 28) ; (3) Joseph's 
coat of many colors is brought to his father (xxxvii, 32) ; (4) 
Joseph’s temptation (xxxix, 12) ; (5) Joseph in prison (xxxix, 20) ; 
(6) Joseph's brothers come to Egypt to buy grain (xlii, 8); (7) 
The finding of Joseph's cup in the sack of Benjamin (xliv, 12) ; (8) 
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eJoseph embraces his father, Jacob, in Egypt (xlvi, 29). Measure- 
ments, 11 by 13 inches. (Cat. No. 248927, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Beiigniat. 

204. Jos?]PH AND THE WIFE OF PoTiPHAR. — As related in Genesis 
xxxix, 7. Oil painting on copper. Height, 21 J inches; width, 18 
inches. (Cat. No. 129G, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

205. Joseph in the royal ciiAmoT in Egwpt, as related in Genesis, 
CTiAPTER xLi. — French embroidery of the Louis XV period. Height, 3 
feet 4 inches; width, G feet 11 inches. (Cat. Xo. 4551, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji E|)hraim Bengniat. 

20G. Moses. Silk tapestry tn frame. — Height, 23 inches; width, 
13J inches. (Cat. Xo. 3G79, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji P]phraim Bengniat. 

207. The PxVSSing of the Israelites through the Eed Sea. — As 
described in Exodus xiv, 15. Lithograph. Height, 204 inches; 
width, 30 inches. (Cat. Xo. 1289, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent b}^ Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

208. The story of the Golden Calf. — As related in Exodus, xxxii. 

On the top to the right is seen Moses on Mount Sinai holding the 
two tables of the Law; to the left is the calf mounted on a column; 
below are the people dancing around it, and Aaron with his arms 
outstretched in deprecation. Silk embroidery. Made in Italy in the 
seventeenth century. Height, 11^ inches; width, 144 inches. (Cat. 
Xo. 158349, U.S.X.M.) . 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

209. The Judgment of Solomon. — As related in I Kings iii, 16. 
English petit point silk tapestry of the Elizabethan period. Height, 
184 inches; width, 214 inches. (Cat. Xo. 158350, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

210. The Prophet Elijah provided avith food by Kaa-ens. — As 
related in I Kings xvii, G. Silk embroidery, with the face of Elijah 
painted. Made in Spain in the eighteenth century. Height, 11^ 
inches; width, 94 inches. (Cat. Xo. 15461G, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

211. Susanna and the Elders. — As related in the “History of 
Susanna’’ (the apocryphal chapter xiii of the Boole of Daniel). 
Flemish tapestry of the Eenaissance period. Height, 3 feet 8J 
inches; Avidth, 2 feet 2 inches. (Cat. Xo. 154610, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 

212. The story of Judith and Holofernes. — As related in the 
(apocryphal) book of Judith, chapters x-xiii. Green silk embroidery 
on linen. Made in Greece. Gothic period. Height, 144 inches; 
Avidth, 18 inches. (Cat. Xo. 154807, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Bengniat. 
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213. The story of Judith xVND Holofernes. — Oil painting in 
gilded frame. Height, 10 inches; width, 2*2 inches. (Cat. No. 3082, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

VIII. MANUSCRIPTS AND PRINTS. 

In addition to the liturgical books described in connection with 
the several festivals, the following manuscripts and editions of 
Jewish works are in the collection : 

214. Herrew ^Manuscript of the Pentateuch. — Written in 
Samaritan characters. Ih'obably dated from the fifteenth century 
A. D. The Samaritan writing is a modification of the ancient He- 
brew and Phenician alphabet as preserved on the iloabite stone and 
the Siloam inscription and Jewish coins and seals, while the Jews 
subsequent to the Exile gradually adopted the so-called square or 
Assyrian script, which is of Aramaic origin, and is still in use among 
them. Height, 44 inches; width 3-^ inches. Palestine. (Cat. No. 
2161G4, U.S.N.M.) 

Lent by Mr. S. S. Howland. 

215. Herrew Mant^script of the Pentateuch (fRxVG^ient). — The 
manuscript contains the book of Genesis, and Exodus to xl, 33, and 
is written, with the exception of a few leaves, on vellum. The origi- 
nal text is accompanied by the Aramaic version of Onkelos and the 
commentary of Rashi. Height, 11 inches ; width, 5| inches. Smyrna, 
Asia Minor. (Cat. No. 2320, ILS.N.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

21G. The Old Testa3ient in the Herrew Language xVNd the New 
Testa:ment in Greek. — Printed by Christopher Plantin at Antwerp 
in 5338 xV. 31. (1573 A. D.). The Hebrew text is unpointed. Bound 
in leather, with gilt edge, ileasurements, 7 inches long, 4J indies 
wide, and 1 inch thick. (Cat. No. 1292, U.S.N.3I.) 

Lent hy Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

217. 3Ianuscript ContxVINtnc the Psalms and various propitia- 
tory Prayers. — Written in a quaint, Arabizing cursive script by 
Abraham Zarfati at Smyrna, xVsia 3Iinor, in the year 5522 A. 31. 
(17G2 xV. D.). The Psalter, besides contributing extensively to the 
synagogal liturgy, constitutes in itself a prayer book of the Jews. It 
is recited in part or in its entirety by pious Jews as a means of prayer 
and devotion. 3Ieasurements, G inches long, 4 inches wide, f inch 
thick. (Plate CV, Cat. No. 1293, U.S.N.3I.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

218. The Zohar, that is, caralistic or mystical Commentara^ 
on the Pentateuch. — Printed in Livorno (Leghorn), Italy, in 5G11 
A. 31. (1851 xV. D.). Bound in 77 parts. (Cat. No. 370G, U.S.N.3I.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 
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210. MxVnusckipt entitled Mlkicaoth ha-may Im^ Gatiieiung of 
THE Waters.” — Containing the references in the Kabbinical writings 
to iiassages of the Old Testament. AVritten on paper in three 
colnmns. Height, 13 inches; width, S‘l inches. (Cat. Xo. 3604, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

220. AIanuscript of the Prayer Book (fragment). — AA^ritten in 
black and red on vellum. On the margin are mystical comments on 
the prayers. Height, 4 inches; width, 3 inches. (Cat. Xo. 3704, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

221. Manuscript containing prayers for special seasons and occa- 
sions and the haftaroth^ i. e., the portions from the prophetical books 
of the Old Testament read with the pericopes of the Pentateuch in 
the services of the synagogue. AAu*itten on paper. Height, 9 inches; 
width, GJ inches. (Cat. Xo. 3696, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

222. IManuscript containing the Formulas used for the Abso- 
lution FROM A^OWS HASTILY OR UNCONSCIOUSLY MADE, AND PrAYERS 
recited AT THE CeMETERY, AND ON THE EVE OF XeW YeAr’s AND 

Atonement Day. — AAYitten in Hebrew square characters in black 
ink with the rubrics in red. Bound in leather with pressed covers 
and red edge. Measurements, 7 by 5 inches. (Cat. Xo. 1294, 
U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

223. jManuscript written on paper containing homilies on the 
BOOK OF Deuteronomy. — Height, 8 inches; width, 5| inches. (Cat. 
Xo. 3698, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Epliraini Benguiat. 

224. The Book of Canticles and the Saymno of the Fathers 
{Pirke Ahot)^ with Spanish Translation and Commentary. — 
Printed at Amsterdam, Holland, in 5424 A. M, (1664 xV. D.). The 
book of Canticles is one of the five Kolls {MegiUoth)^ and is read on 
the eve of Sabbath and on Passover. The sayings of the Fathers, 
which is a collection of moral maxims and sentences by the Eab- 
binical sages, are read by some Jews on every Sabbath. (Cat. Xo. 
3692, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

225. Hebrew Grammar with A^ocabulary in the Hebrew Lan- 
guage BY xVbraham Schwab. — Printed at xVmsterdam, Holland, in 
5627 A. AI. (1867 A. D.). (Cat. Xo. 3693, US.X.AI.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

226. AIanuscript containing Comments on the Tal:mudic Tract 
AIegillah. — AVhich treats of the feast of Esther or Purim. AA^ritten 
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on paper and bound in leather. Height, inches; width, 5^ inches. 
(Cat. Xo. 3G05, U.S.X.iM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

227. Manusckipt containing extracts from the IIabbinical 
Writings. — ^^Vritten on paper. Height, 8 inches; width, 5^ inches. 
(Cat. Xo. 3G98, U.S.X.il.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

228. Manuscript containing Comments on several portions of 

THE Talmud. — MTitten on parchment. Height, 8^ inches; width, 
GJ inches: (Cat. Xo. 3700, U.S.XtM.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

229. ilANUSCRIPT CONTAINING MYSTICAL MEDITATIONS ON THE FES- 
TIVALS AND SOME OF THE ORDINANCES IN THE PeN^TATEUCH. Written 

on parchment. Height, 9] inches; width, G^- inches. (Cat. Xo. 
370L U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 

230. Manuscript containing mystical arrangements of the let- 
ters OF THE Hebrew alphabet in connection with the name of 
THE STONES ON THE BrEASTPLATE OF THE IIlGII PrTEST AS DESCRIBED IN 

Exodus xxviii, 15ff. — MTitten on paper and bound in leather. Height, 
7i inches; width, 5i inches. (Cat. X"o. 3G97, U.S.X.M.) 

Lent by Hadji Ephraim Benguiat. 



